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fill and juſt Character of few, aramn row: 
the oy Seripteres. 


HE Office of the Prophets. 1. tie 
_ Diſpenſation of the Old Teſtament, was 
to ſupp d the Intereft of the Law 
of gainſt the Rebellious Peo- 
p33 Diſobediene. Kin ogy - to employ | 
july, as occaſion required, the Heat o lively. 
2 the Power of Cenſures, the Al- 
'of Promiſes, the Terror of Threat- 
2 * Authority of Rules, and che Force 
to reſtrain * within the * 
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Knowledge; but acquir'd with fuch a degree of 
Light, as had more of Divine than Human in 


ftimonial of his Favour, and for the Editication 
of his Church, oftentimes vouchſafed to grant 


{ © eicher to che preſent or ſuture State of Thing) 
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of the Will of God, preſcribed to them; or tg 
oblige them to return to their Duty, by Moti 
to a ſerious Repentance, and happy Reformat 
Z 5 

The Gift of Prophecy, conſiſted in acquired 


ie, and which qualify d them to paſs for Perſons 
Inſpii'd, enduing them with a Faculty of Ex. 
prong and Publiſhing that they knew, either 
y word of Mouth, or Writing, for the Benefit 
and Safety of the People, and for the Glory of 
God; and that with ſuch a Courage, as wy 
not to be daunted at the Proſpect of the Danger 
to which they expos'd themſelves, and which 
wou'd not give way to the opinionative Odſti 
nacy. dned Hearts. 8 
plwloyment was properly to declare the Will 
Gol already revealed, and as it were, to found 
in the Peoples Ears the ſame Trumpets that had 
been heard with ſo much Fear and Trembling 
upon Mount Sinai; yet God, for a farther Te- 


them ſome, Ray of a new Revelation, relating 


either Within or without the Church, cithaqto 


ſome, e to the univerſal, Church tha 


is co ſay, all the Ele Penple of God, without 
Exception. And becauſe, amongſt the yariou 


* 


| Grages which God was pleas d to honor teu 


F 0 | ( 
with, that of of Foreſeęing and Predicting f- 
ture Events, Was the moſt Wonderful, and thee 
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11 175 cauſe they cou Aprkdie whi 
od ons Day come to Pals. It is true, chers 
je another more important Reafon, "which 
ender'd the ſacred Title of I&t möre prov 
bc for them, chan either char'of Preacher; or 
obi or Doctor of the Law; and that wil that 
* Law, whereof they were the Herald And 
latter Was not heh on Th, other De. 
n than to lead Men to Chrif; T ſay, to Chi 

fo was not yet come, an 5057 made th 
huren earneſtly expect and long for his Com 
Is: So that Neigel, of which the Af la- 
ring in the Work of our Salvation; was al 
ys the Principal and Glorious Objeck, ad 
en us Proſpect turn d towards future, as no. 
looks backward 5 05 the Times that are paſts 
Wwe may fay, in a very juft fence; chat Td . 
ich is 04 js Evidence of things not ſern, 
$ properly: before the Incarnatioh of our Sa- 
\ Pur eſus Chrif, the Subſtante of Things hope 4 
[; Whereas it is now more properly the Sub- 
Ince of Thin Tags that are come to pals. It was 
in Prediction, what it is now in the Hiſto- 
Which the Church ſearches and finds to be 
Foundstion of her Hopes, the Source of 
| Conlolations, the Subject of her Triumphs, 
Ice Kuthor of her Eternal Salvation. Pro- 
Ming was therefore then the moſt dear and 
ous Treaſure of the Faithful, and it is now 
| Goſpel, that is to fay, the good Tidings 
pearance of the Saviour of the World, 
Kot that which he has done and ſuffered for 
Noe oft 5; and for 1 7 e or mw | 
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nal Happineſs for us. Hence it is, that the .. 

* _  nifters of Truch have ceagd to bear the Named 
Prophets, at leaſt in the Senſe that we uſe it i 
. this Place; that Jobs the Baptiſt was more thy 
a Prophet, becaule he pointed to, and diſcover} 
. as preſent to the Eyes of the Auditors, hin 


Nance with the Eyes of the Soul, and throw 


Name of Evangeliſts and Apoſtles, that is to ſi 


likewiſe reveal'd before the Law was give 
upon Mount Sinai. But the All- wiſe God, a 


the greater Conſolation of the Church. Asv 


his Gait, the leaſt thing that he has about | 
|  - yants, who were removed from their Redeem 
by along ſpace of Time, ſhou'd be content 


his Elect had paſs 


never yet diſcoyer'd ; as for Inſtance, fot 
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whom, before that, they cou'd only ſee at 20 


the Veil of Futuricy ; and that the Diſciples { 
that great Teacher of the Church, receiv'd thi 


the Bearers of good Tidings and Meſſenger. 
„This grand future Bleffing, upon which th 
ancient Church had always her Eyes fix'd, wa 


cording to the courſe of his admirable Wiſdo 
added from Time to Time, new and cleare 
Degrees of Light to his firſt Revelations, f 


have but an indiſtinct view of a Man, wheny 
behold him at a Diſtance, but if we appro 


near to him, we can diſtinguiſh more clealfi 


the Air of his Face, the Colour of his Hab 


Feet, or that he holds in his Hands: So 6. 
was willing that his firſt Elect, and faithful 


to know him, only as their Saviour ; but wik 

afſs'd over ſome Part of this 0 
fpace, God made a Diſcovery to them of {oil 
Particulars relating to him, and which bei 


Circus 
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orious Reſurrection. I Yah 8 5 1 
God diſpenſipg his Hehe by this Meaſure, to 
gend, that the Knowledge of the Ae 
light advance with this Order, Prophecy was 
tt plac'd before the Eyes of the Prophet, as a 
orch for him to view diſtinctly his Object 
pm Head to Foot; but the Prophet was en» 
ten d by it, as by the Glimmering of Light= 
g, which does not ſtand fix'd before us, and 
hich diſcovers to us, without any Order, ſome- 
ies the Face of a Man, ſometimes the Feet, 
d ſometimes his Arms, and which ſurpriſing. 
makes us ſee ſuddenly, in a Moment, with- 
Order, what we do ſee. So the Prophet 
wid, in the 22 Pſalm, ſaw, as in a Night 
de clear with ſeveral Tracts of Light, our 
hour Feſws Chrif, opening his Mouth, and 
icing the Air with this Cry, My God, my 
, why baſt thou forſakeu me, And again, as 
Pere by the favour of another Flaſh of Light- 
he tees a little after, the Nails that pierced. 
feet. Another makes him diſcover the Sol- 
1 that part the Garments of the Lord, and caſt. 
e 
this ſupernatural and wonderful manner of 
0g future things, makes them oſten ſpeak of 
ich is future, as of a thing really come 
And this they did, either becauſe they 
adden Seeing, and on a ſudden Publiſh- | 
hat appear'd to them, as by a True and 
Enthufßaſm, avoided troubling themſelves 
Amine, and make ſuch Reflexions upon it, 
cefſary to diſtinguiſh a Prophetical Vi- 
J ſion 


V b + bis Epiſtle 0 the 
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PP | 5 
g n jary Sos che Functions 0 
the LY from the Functions of thy 
* che Body, and jkewiſe .to 355 the Cit 
Cum ances of che Time ; or becauſe they ſeri 
© 8 Flange, and then ing immediately. 
; mY d of the Yidon, the Li be which had « 
ighten'd the . being on a ſudden withdraw 
Wee poſſeſs wth an Idea, as fg a Thing ty 
ceaſes to be, and Ar yently o fa Thing that 
"pally happend; 8 this is the Idea whid 
they diſcoyer bel Words, which are the el 
ternal Repreſentations of 't the internal lug 

Wer bo on the e 5 
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| Hed hy 5 the kool 6 1 teach ul 
Vin. That there are two kin f Speech, i 
ernal, arid which continues within u 
. cher External, which goes out from! 
Gar 15 the Thought ; the other is the BY 
reſſi ik the one n ſome manner Spirit 
che other js inveſted with a Body, and ltr 
the dal the firſt is in. the Mind, the In 
of fuch Things as Reaſon orms in her when 
Conceives them, as the natural and immedi 
Production of the e Underſtanding ; ; and the 
and owes its Qriginal to the material Orpa 
9 dad . che Voice, and render it articul 
with reſpect to this alone, St. Paul ten 
VV 
nee t art Moy et | 
beni being filled Wich che Holy Ghoſt, 
W eee de 
<>! 


= 
uber bs a true Prophet. It is this ſume in- 
wh at that ſtrikes the Heart of Samuel, 


dvinely inſpired make uſe of this Expref- 
Dn, * ſaith the Lord, when they eie! his 
Fl to Men; and in many Places of the Holy 
iprures it is ſaid, that the Voice, or the Word 'of 
rd came to chew. Upon which SLE 
makes this excellent Com- SE To To 
nary in his Morals. When God * 


— . = be inſtructt the Heart by bjs Speech 


CT ok Wards or S 7997, 3 ft Diſcour 


xa Frog nor the 9524 
ler us add,to what we have ſaid, this 3 
ih, that there is a conſiderable Difference 
| en the ordinary Sight, and a Prophetical 


cee conſiſts in this, "Bak the Eye of the 

Ky carmot fee a remote Object but by an In- 
a of Space, which ſeparates it from him; 
at he do's in Truth ſee it, but at a Diſtance, 
Rug at che ſame time the extent of Space 
KK cauſes the Remoteneſs of it. Whereas 


3 that is preſented to it, and diſcerns it, 


cl that which ones ſees preſent to him, if he 
ei after it has been preſent to hi im, 
ce of it quite differently from whit | 
ace of a Thing to pinks So thoſe 


by long i y refined Conjectures 


„ Prophet cries out, from a Senſe of the in- 
xd Light and Impreffion made on him, ek 
sf = Servant beareth, And all the 510. 


be bearing; ond. the 


„ Which is the Subj ect before us. The 


Kihherical Viſion at the firſt Glance meets the 
Wut diſerning the Space that is betwixt them. 
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37 ol Policy, and by a ſubtil Force of Reaſonin 
apply themſelves to read Future Events in gd 
Tranſactions, as we ſay, do not ſee things 
the ſame manner that Prophets do. For beſc 
they can he able to ſee them, it is neceſſary H 
their Proſpect wander over a thouſand diffete 
/ Places, and that they direct it to athouſand O 
. end Millions of Turnings and intricu 
indings, and that they conſider with the u 
moſt Attention and Application of Mind, f 
i  Yarious Movements of an infinite Number ing 

i Wheels, and Springs, upon which the EW 
depends, which they undertake to forſee vi 
ſo much Violence done to themſelves, ſo mie! 


7 


| Care, Induſtry, Eagerneſs and Pain. Pee 
1 gh Gregory the Great, a Follower of St. Augul whe 


explains as he has done the Reflex eng 
8 Fob ; Lo! my Eye hath ſeen al this 
Fear bath heard and underſtood it. W eat 
any thing is perceived and heard, if it is not 
Jo. diſcerned by the Underſtanding, it is ul 
doubted ly no Prophecy. For Pharach aw. 
clearly in a Dream what was to come to palghWithi 
En; but becauſe he did not underſtand Wi all 
Anterpretation of his Dream, he was no Prop w! 
King Belſuasar ſaw very well the Chat 
which the Hand writ upon the Wall; but de f 
Was no Prophet, hecauſe he was not ab iel 
9 ebend the Sence of the Writing. M ber 
Therefore Fob teſtifies that he bad the Spin 
Prophecy, it was ge e he had lee 
© pm, but becauſe he affures us that he lu 


ear and diſtint Underſtanding of what he 
 , Peqepived, If ig for che fams Reaſon ch 
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Ubbot- Rupert ſaith, that the Apoſtle” St. Jobs 
ond not be qualified for the Name of a Pro- x 
het, if it had been only in the Spirit that he 
law. what he relates to us, and if thoſe Ideas had 
Whcenonly preſented to his ſight, without reaching 
bis Underſtanding ; for this wou'd neither have 
been Revelation, nor Knowledge, nor Pro- 
phecy,. nor Doctrine. f 
For this reaſon Pope Gregory diftin=- - 
puiſhes Prophecy in general accord- 111. 
ing to three different Times, paſt, 
preſent and future. We ought to know, ſays 
te, that in the two firſt Times, Prophecy loſes 
is Name ; becauſe though Prophecy be rightly | 
Wh called, when it repreſents Things future ; yet 
ben it ſpeaks of paſt, or preſent, it bears no 
longer that Denomination, and is no more than 
a Hiſtory, not repreſenting Things future, but 
elating what is paſt, or preſent. Prophecy 
ns richely ſo called in Reference to theſe Words 
de Prophet Iſaiah, Behold a Virgin „ „ 
Sk conceive and bear @ Son. But not: 
withſtanding what St. Gregory ſays, Prophecy 
6 alſo juſtly ſo called, when the Spirit ſpeaks 
it what is paſt, In the Beginning God , „ 
heated the Heaven and the Earth, At 
ie ſame time the Spirit tells us, that Man 
ich now Subſiſts, had not then a Being, 
Men Prophecy relates to what is TiN 
ent, it is, ber the hidden things of 2, 
em are made manifeſt, In all  _ 
Bae onght to obſerve, that Prophecy is right- 
called, not only becauſs it predidis Things 
TVC 
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HPrings to Light the Things that are kept ſeete 
Bunt let us return to the Queſtion, why th 
Prophets commonly ſpeak of a Thing futun 
as'of a Thing already come to paſs ? Aſter th 
God had poured his Light upon the Hen 
of his Prophets, not imply making uſe of then 
as of a Trumpet, which underſtands not thy 
Sound that it gives, and knows not the Matter 
Which it publiſhes ; I ſay, aſter that God hal 
endued them with a Knowledge of what wi 
to come to pals, it is he himfelf that Explain 
himſelf by che Mediation of their Organs, anl 
and ſpeaks / chro' their Mouth; and we ought 
nat to wonder if God ſpeaks: of that which i 
Future, as of that which is paſt. For there! 
nothing Future in Reſpect of the Spirit of God, 
the Darkneſs is Light with him; he calls the 
Things chat are not as if they were; that which 
is the moſt remote from our view, is as preſent 
to him, as the neareſt Object we ean look ups 
on. Thus the Stripes of our Saviour were n. 
preſented co him as #lready done, when be 


2s it is in H. 

Having thus ſpoken of true Prophets, and of 
Prophecy in general, opr next Buſineſs is td 
eſtabliſh the Order ot Prophets, by beginning 


4 


For when God waniſeſted hinfelt-unto them 

they were alſo Prophets. But from the Death e 
| Facob, and Foſeph, till the time of the Mifbon g 
Moſes there were no Prophets; and when Jae 
and his Cotemporaries were dead, the Feope 


. „ 
J inge Idolstry, and every one did that which 
bur right in bit own Eyes, according to the Phraſe 
the Scripture. Gideos made an Ephod, and 
laced it in his City, and this became an Occa- 
n of falling away, and Idolatry to the People. 
pthat the Succeſſion of the Prophets was not 
pacinual, and uninterrupted, their Miniſtry 
2s not ordinary, and their Order was not al- 
ways in Being. In the Book of Judges, I find 
jo more than one Prophet, and one Propheteſs, 
tis true, the Two Tribes had an uninterrupted 
ncceflion of Paſtors. ; they had the Holy Place, 
here they were permitted to offer lawſul Sa- 
nice; they had the Temple of Salomon, where 
od had . to take up his Habitation, 
nd which he wou' d ſometimes viſibly fill with 
bs Divine Preſence, and Glory; they had tha 
A of the Covenant with all that it contained, 
ie Precious Relicks of the Wenders of God in 
te Wilderneſs, the Urim and Thummim, the 
Kile of Prophecy annexed to the Soveraign 
Neſthood, even till the time of our Saviour, 
i grand Series of Prophets were ſent ons after 
bother, predicting with Aſſurance what ſhou d 
et come to pals. After theſe firſt Predidi- 
ts they were inſpired wich others, which alſo 
pen d, others again with other Prophedics, 
Id all of them together with the Prophecy of 
Iophecies, . The Virgin Mary, Mother of Jeſas 

mit, Elizabeth, Anna, Simeon, and Fohn Bap- 
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acknowledged him by the Spirit of God; 
bd from Samuel toMalachi,there had been along 
pong -of Prophes, and _the lat. Prophet, 
6 | | Malachhi 


* : : / 


ll *Melecbifiniſhesbis Miniſtry with telling the ue 
to be mindful of the Law of Moſes, 
Au Apoſtle in commending the ancient ur! 
phets, obſerves their Divine Office, G4 oi" 
ſundry Times, and in divers Manners ſpake in Tm er 
"paſt unto the Fathers, by the Prophets ; at | | 
"Times, that is in the time of Abrabam, of Iasi 
Jacob, of Moſes,” of Foſhua, of the Judges, oi 
David, of Solomon, and other Prophets, of Hay deſi 
of Zacharieh, of Malachi ; in divers manners, thai * 
is in the Day, in the Night, by Inſpiratio "7 
or by audible Voices, ſometimes by Dre 
and ſometimes openly ; for before the Timeq 
> Feſus Chrift Oracles had ceaſed. 6 
In the time of Ezekie}; the manner of the 
Prophets divinely inſpired, was commonly, 4 
leaſt very often, to render their Prophecies mor 
_ ſenſible" and intelligible to the People; th 
was done bell oy ſome ſymbolical Actions, ot 
ſuch as'were *Figurative, and appeared alt 
_ many*Enigma's'; afterwards by an Explication 
which chey gave to thoſe Enigma's, to the Eng 
that the Action and Explication might togetis 
make a deeper Impreſſion upon the Mind. Go 
commands his Prophet to repreſent by viſth 
Figures a City and a Siege, in order to pred 
that of Feraſalem'; again he commands him it 
lie down in the Preſence of the People a ch 
tain Number of Days, adding, that according 
that Number of Days, be ſbou d bear the Iniqui) 
„„ obo ror aan; 
It mbft be acknowledged that in ſome ett 
ordinary Caſes God has given his Spirit oy 


f 7 


* 


heey for one time alone, as in Caſe of an E- 
on to ſome extraordinary Office; and by 
« viſible Teſtimony of his Spirit, he ſhewed 
at he confirmed their Election to that Office. 
dus ie is ſaid in the 11 Ch of Numb. in Ret | 
tion to the Seventy choſen Men of the Elders 
(Iſrael, that God put upon them a Part of the 
birit Which Moſes had received; and that 8 
on as the Spirit reſted upon them they Pro- 
heſied ; bur then they did not continue to do 
: ſo that one cannot prove from thence that 
ey were regular Succeſſours; and by conſe- 
ence we cannot place them in the Number 
Compleat Prophets in all the Rules of Pro- 
Miracles joined with Prophecy prove. the 
uch of it. Ordinary Miracles were at all 
es confirmed by other Miracles, extraordi- 
Wry and new. Scarce had the Idolatrous Altar 
en Erected in Berbel, till a Man of God came 
Denounce utter Deſtruction againſt it, and 
Widemonſtrate the Truth of bis Commiſſion and 
ybecy he curbed the Inſolence of Ferohoam, 
cauſing his Hand to wither in the midſt of 
impure Sacrifice. Elijab, Eliſba, and many other 
pets ſucceeded afterwards : by their Words 
ty open'd or ſhut Heaven, to make ſometimes 
lin, ſometimes Fire to deſcend ; they cou'd 
mand Nature; they cou'd Multpily the 
and the Meal; they cou'd Cure Diſeaſes, 
W Raiſe the Dead. V 
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Of. falſe | Prophets, * oppoſition 10 thoſe th 


* 


ITö well known, that God gave to the Chil 
I dren of Hrael, ſome Rules by which thei 
migde de able to diſtinguiſh very juſtly berwee 

A true, and a falſe Prophet. This was the Prin 
cipat Rule given them; if there ſhou' d ariſes 
ny one that ſhou'd pretend to have the Gift « 
Prophecy, and ſhou d entice the People to ſen 
| * Gods, or not to walk in the Way ofth 
- Lord, which he had prefcrib'd to them, the 
were nor permitted to hear that prerended Pro 
 Phetand were likewiſe Commanded to put hit 
fo Death, without any Reſpect to the Wondei 
he might perform, how ſurprizing oe ver th 
might appear. And therefore to know and 
ſtingniſtt rightiy Who are true Prophets, Al 
5 518 apply to them the Rule of the La 
_ to ſee whether all the Characters which wel 
to be met with in the Ae, promiſed by D 
vid, Iſaiah, Feremiah, Daniel, Zachariab, Hag =: 
Malachi and others, are to be found in . 
Words df che Modern Prophets, ſince this is u 
_ dotbtediy the Mark, End, and Scope of all 
Prophecies of true Prophets. 
The Holy Scriptures furniſh us with 23 
Number of Examples of True Prophets, a 
. Falſe, thoſe of whom it is ſaid, that God hit 
 felf ſent amongſt them a lying Spirit. Some 8 


em uw obſerve, particularly Balaam to 
om tome particular occaſions, God was 
aſed to Communicate ſ6me important Truth 
Order to have his Name glorified by the 
outh:of his Enemies. Some ot them we ob- 
'e, endued with a Portion of this Spirit of 
phecy, by a ſort of Right adherent to their 
dee, and not to their Perſon; ſuch was Caia- 
„ When without knowing what he ſaid, like 
N 3 pronouncing what it does not un- 
and, 
i; neceſſary that one Man die for the whole Penple. 
de of them-laſtly we obſerve, whom the Spi- 
of God ſeized upon, if we may uſe that Ex- 


that rather to make himſelf perceived ot 
them, chan to declare any thing to them; 
were the Meſſengers of Saul, and Saul, 
elf amongſt che Prophets. 


* 


* Cbryſoſtome, Who has writ excellently: well 
this Subject, preſents us with two differ- 
oourtraictures, the one of a True, the other 
ae Prophet. He ſays, that a True Pro- 
behaves himſelf in all that he ſays, with a 
rand regular underſtanding, he preſerves a 
at Gravity in his Comportment, appearing 


ind. This is quite otherwiſe in a Falſe 


det. Pis his peculiar Mark of Diſtinction, 
diſordered in Mind, to ſuffer the Violence 
deceſſit y of obeying the Power of a Spirit, 
Idraws and agitates him after ſuch a man- 
& makes him appear diſtracted. It is the; 
ky of God to enlighten, and to 1570 
=. Rn 5 uch 
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he uttered the Sum of all Prophecies, 


don upon occaſion, for ſome ſmall Time, 


ut Maderation, Sobriety, and Modeſty: > 
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the Property of the Devil to cauſe Diſorder, . 
'| _  poſſeGwith Fury, and to utter things that 4 


Tl | | Dark and Obſcure. The Prophets whom G 

moves to Prophecy ate of à Sweet, Humble 

| aud Modeſt Diſpoſition, and ſpeak: nothing hy 

+ - whatisioſpired/into:them by the Holy Ghof 
| 


he himſelf; who is the Soveraign of all things, 
their Inſtructor; he infuſes into them Wiſdon 
. enriched with a Spirit of all Knowledge; a Spit 
which is one, but divided into many Parts; 
is Subtil, Eloquent, Active, without Blemiſ 
Certain, Aſſured; Sweet, a Lover of Good 
Beneſicent, Courteous, Kind, Conſtant, Si 
_ _ _ core, Poſſeſſing within it {elf all kind of Virtue 
_ Avfficient for all: Whereas Falſe Prophets (pt 
with a Turbulent, Diſquiet Mind, becauſe thi 
are not able to bear that Motion that Agita 
them with fo much violence. 
Me read in Lactantiut, that the Ancients fa 
cied that, in Order to be filled with the Spirit 
- God, one ought to be poſſeſſed with Madne 
1 and confound the Pronunciation of Words. 
Was the Error of Montanus, that the Prophi 
| were Fools and Madmen, that they ſpoke wid 
out knowing what they ſpoke, that their Wo 
were confuſed and irregular, and that they we 
thrown/out at Random. Upon which Bf 
Great aſſures us, that it is a horrible thing 
think that the Preſence of God puts a Mane 
%%% 6h oth s 7c 
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tee us bear St. Peter upon this mat- 


pheey , Whercunto ve do well that ze tate 


U 


Hearts. Knowing this firſt, that 0 Prop ecy of the 


ee came not in Old Time. by the Will of Aan: but 


If then in the Time of the Apoſtle St. Peter, 


i here were very bad Men, againſt whom the 
odMWpoſtle moyed by the Holy Spirit, denounced 
ost Judgment of God, as appears by theſe 


we aftray following the way of Balaam, the Son 

bor, who loved the Wages of Unrighteouſneſs, 4 
lu rebuked for bis iniquity ; the Dumb as ſpeaking 
ih Mans Voice forbad the Madneſs of the Prophets, 


Let USL F 2 Pet; ch., 
ter, Me have aljo a more ſure Ward of Pro- v. 9 20. 


e unto @ Light that ſbinerb in 4 dark Place, 
bl the Dey dan ond th Dop-Sor ariſe i yur 


Scripture is of private "lay det : For the Pro- 
Bly Men of God ſpake as they were moved by the Ho- 


lords, 2hich have forſaken the right, way, and 


— 


f it St. Fobn the Divine, who writ after St. 
it Wer makes mention of the Sin of Balaam, ſpeak- 


llered theBalaamites to be with him, 
ve a few things againſt thee, becauſe 


hal them there that hold the Doclrine 


o Balaam,. 2550 taught Balak to caſt a Seng | 
Welt before the Children of 1/rael ; the Words. o 

f Peter and St. Jobn are writ for all Ages. | 80 2 
5 Vongſt us there are thoſe that intrude them- 


ac and pretend to be Prophets, or Favourers 
de Prophets, following the Way of Balaam, 


la of Iſael, are not they guilty of the ſame 


Co- 


I 


to the Angel of the Church of Pergamos, Who 


Rev ch. 2. 


L caſting a Stumbling Block before the Chil- | 


. 


Which brought her Maſters much Gain 9 
_ _  Sooth-ſaying ; we in like manner ſee ſome Mz 
ſters employing theſe their Inſtruments for ; 

Sordid A 
God will one Day repreſs the Folly of the 
Prophets and their Maſters, Who caft ſo pred 


and have not Reformed Churches both of Eng 
and the Authority of Cenſures? 


der a great Miſtake, chis a downright Calumny 


and very unjuſtly ; we have already made 


they are either the Admirers or Authors of 
certain little Book which they endeavour to; 
_ diſperſed amongſt Familes, the Leaves of whic 
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FEsathuſiaſtical Bigottry. I fay again, if tl 
are either the Diſciples, or Mafters of an g 
altogether new, and if they all of them at 

concert rogether to prepare their groſs Delulidl 
before they appear upon the Stage to AR the 
and bewitch the Eyes and Minds of the Crec 
Tous People, who commonly run aſter | 
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© +... Vination, ſuch as was in the Damoſ 
een mentioned by St. Luke in the 44 


dvantage; is it not to be hoped tha 
a Stumbling · Block before the Children of I. 
Were not the St. Peter and St. Jobn Apoſtles! 
land and France, the Doctrine of the Apoſile 
They will fay to us without doubt, you lie un 


which you charge us with, without Reafot 


appear, and have acquitted our ſelves of it. 


are, as thoſe of Sbilla, filled with the impen we 
trable Obſcurity of a Criminal, artful Nonleniſiter 
 - to. ſeduce'the Weak, to gain Proſelytes, Wer 
- + drain the Purſes of Credulous Perſons, Wa et 
Minds are entirely addicted and devoted to and 


thing that is new and ſurprizing, T am no way 
furprized at it. I have heard and read of a cer- 
tain Impoſtor called Harmas; who had read 
Plato, and who impoſing upon a great many 


Book of Eſdras, the Sybilline Verſes, and the 


rical groſs Fancies paſs, as being intermixed 
with thePhiloſophy of Plato. I am willing to be- 


rits, theſe learned Men have been likewiſe pry- 
Opinion that every one has a Demon to aſſiſt 
him, to watch over him, and not only to be 
the Witneſs of his Actions, but alſo of his 
Conſcience. They may be able likewiſe to tell 
ww ſomething that is very Curious and Surpri- 
Zing, as having turned over Famblichus's Book 
4 ſteries, eſpecially Sect. 9. where they are 
8 

tering Genius's and Demons, proves that the 


the Horoſcope, by the Poſition of the Stars, 


© the Body, that Union which they call Ge- 


U Soul and Unites it to the Body p alter whi ch 
tec ereſices over choſe Parts that it has United, 


1 


1 


C2 Power 


Perfons, Compoſed himſelf alone the Fourth 
$ Book of the Paſtour ; ſo that he had ſooner 
than can be imagined, corrupted the whole 
Country with them, and made his own Chime- 


lieve that theſe able Maſters, theſe ſuperiour Spi- | 


ing into the Philoſophy of Plato, who was of 


Thoughts, and that it has its Reſidence in his 


that this Author, diſputing at large con- 
Demon of Plato is not diſtributed by Virtue— 


ind by that which Aſtrologers call the Lords of 
tt Houſe ; but that when the Soul is United 


ration, is the Demon that ought to preſide 
Irer' the Life of the Man; which Conducts 


| nſpires Thoughts into it, endues it with a | 


# 


Power of acting, excites the Man to the ber. ne 
formance of his Duty, and fo continues Ma. 


and ſubmits it ſelf ro the Deity that has taken 


©. of the neid. They meant that in every Man 


by the Good Genius they underſtood right Res- 
"fon, which excites the Man to do always that 
which is beſt ; and the Bad Genius, is no other 


- draw him into Evil. It appears that our new 


to whom is attributed particularly, under tha 
Name, the Power of Divining, and uttering © 
racles.- Under the Law there were ſome Scat 
dalous Perſons, who bare Rule over thoſe pl 
tits of Python, of Sooth-ſaying, under anothe 
Name, which was that of a familiar Spirit, as it 
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ſter of him till the Soul, by a Courſe of Holy, 


Magick, is put under the Conduct of God him. 
felt. . Then the Demon goes and ſtays there, 


Poſſeſſion of the Soul. The Platoniſts only al. niſte 
lowed of one Demon to every Man, and cal- 


led it the gocd Demon: but others attributed Chan 
two, the one Good, che other Bad, I. 


: he: Quiſque ſuos patimur Manes. 
ſays Scrvius upon theſe Words of the Sixth Book 


there is one Genius oppoſite to the other, and em 


but a. depraved Concupiſcence which would 


Prophets, by the aſſiſtance of their Maſters, be- 


lieved that they were poſſeſſed of a large ſhat OPor 
pk the Good Genius, and that from time toi 
time they are animated by it, and conduacaiis Wor 
through all the Degrees of their Prophecies, iu“ 4 


ſomuch that they utter theic-Oracles to the H 
pour and Profit of their Apollo, ſtiled  Fyrbian 


Mell 


2 IG „ „ 
mentioned by Samuel, that a Woman © 
bad a familiar Spirit, The Hebrew . ch. 


* * 
ny 
„ 5 1 


| i - . . 
has another Word for it, vis. Eli. 


tim, ot Btim, or Ob, ſignifying thereby Wiſemen, 
or thoſe that pretend to Divination: this was 
often the Work of the Devil, who had his Mi- 
niſters and Piieſts, under whoſe Goverment 
theſe Spirits were placed, and who made Mer- 
chandize of cheir Oracles for Money. 

I my ſelf particularly know, and am aſſured, 
hat a Young Woman who was polleſs'd of a 
familiar Spirit, and who was very tond of thoſe 
ew Prophets, often ſolicited her Husband 10 
ake into their Houſe in London one of the Ceve- 
ze Propheſiers, telling him, that this wou'd 
2ameans to make his Family flouriſh and proſ- 
. As ſhe was the Daughter of a Miniſter, 
bo died ſome Years ago in a Hereſie, to the 
eat Scandal of our Churches, ſhe had without 
bubt heard him ſay, that he had certain famili- 
guardian Spirits in the Houſe where they 
ſed, and ſo through, groſs Ignorance,ſhe loo k- 
upon this pretended choſen Prophet, as a 
Wtelat God. A Wicked Blaſphemous Thought, 
| worthy of Death according to the Law. 
mt after thoſe that have a Spirit of Divination , 
tn a Man or a Woman ſhall have a Spirit of Di- 
ion; for becauſe they have in them, or about 
a familiar. Spirit, ye ſhall cauſe them to die 
Death. T obſerve, that they mix Pagan with 
lies Thoughts, but I do not know what 
lit of Infatuation and Stupidity; and by this 
Ms, without conſidering it, they enter into 
1 
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to deliyer his Commands and Recompences. By 
this means, is conveyed to us whatever relates 
to Predictions, Sacrifices, Inchantments, the 
Art of Divination, and Magick. Since then 


. | $ tude of Bottles filled with Wine, or ſome Li 


dhe Demon renders his Prophets and Inchat 


8 eſpecially in the Sixth Book of the Aneid, 


ö . 
that horrible Sentiment of the Interceflions of 
Ot ages ON ann 

St. Auguſtin obſerves , that Plato attributes to 
| Socrates, upon occaſion of his familiar Spirit, 
this Opinion, that every Demon is ſomewhat 
between God and Mortal Man, and that his 
Office is to be an Interpreter betwixt them, 
On the Part of Man he is to preſent his Prayers 
and Sacrifices ; and on the Part of God, he is 


the Spirit of Prophecy is a ſort of familiar Spi- 
rit upon this account, it was believed, that in 
all Domeſtick Affairs it ought to be looked uf 
on as a God, who had a Virtue altogether Ce 
leſtial, for the Protection and Defence of thol 

Who Reverence the Power of it. x" 
The Word Python , is taken from the Simili 


quor, in Order to expreſs the manner in whicl 


ters Swelled and Bloated. The Word is Fre 
fane, it ſignifies Madneſs : and in Effea ti 
Action of a Man or Woman that Divined, 
all Rage and Diſtraction. . Virgil gives us a ht 
rible Deſcription of it in ſome Parts of his Wot 


Ventum erat ad limen, cum Virgo poſcere ſata, 
Tempus ait, Deus, ecce Deus, cui talia fami 
Ante fores ſubito, non vultus, non color unui, 
Nun compte manſere comæ, ſed pecfus anbei 
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fabia fers cards tument, majorque videri | 


Nec mortale ſonans, affiata eft numine quando py 


Jam propiore dei, | ” 
-»—» Gelidus Teucris per dura c ucurrit 


This Deſcription of Virgil, may 1 ive ln v 


the Violence of their Prophetical Acti- 


jotwit 


ftbing in them like true Prophets. No'Toon- 
Lover in a Flame ; and they might very well 


ut @ nobis, agitante caleſciaus illo. 
Wit cauſed , look'd as if they were prepared 


i; their Eyes roll alter a ghaſtly manner in 
i Heads, or they ſtand altogether fixed; 
tbe Members of their Body ſeem diſplaced 


ons; they become Swelled and Bloated, 


| himfelf with Stones; the Tone of their 
& is firynger than what it cou'd be Natu- 
ER: C4: > mally's 
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Kr apply'd to our Modern Prophets, in Re- 
ard o 


ns. TI have ſeen two or three, or more of em 
beether, who would paſs for Prophets, who 
hſtanding appeared altogether like the 
trophets of Apollo, both in the manner of Pro- 
tefying,and in their Bodily Geftures ; and had 


bad the Spirit ſeized them, but they were 


& violentMotions and Contortions which the 


re- hand, to be practiced at Pleaſure ; their 
Iuntenance changes, and is no longer Natu- 


WP look bigger than ordinary; they Beat 
"ſelves with their Hands with a vaſt Force, 
(the miſerable Creature in the Goſpel, cut- 


* - 


Hearts beat with extraordinary Efforts and 


- intercupred; they ſpeak without knowing whi 


55 Nultiply Errour ande Idolatry in the Wor 


and Impoſtors abuſed the Credulity of the i 
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rally; their Words are ſometimes broken a 


they ſpeak, and without remembring wha 
they have Propheſied. Now, what borride 
-  Blaſphemy is it to aſcribe all theſe Diforders i 
| the Spirit of God, who is a God of Order, a0 
Who dwellech neither in the Whirlwind, ng 
the Earthquake, nor the Fire, but in a Swe 
ODalm and Still Air 2 What can be therefor 
ſaid or thought ot that which tends ſo littlet 
the Advantage cf Edification of the Church 
___ certainly we cannot attribute theſe unnatur 
violent Methods, to any other than ſome 9 
rit which is not of God, or to a certain Arte 
which ſome Men make Profeſſion, to ſedue 
and deceive the Simple and Credulous. Thel 
te the Wits of the Crafty, and the Tricks 
Jugglers, which belong properly to Cheatin 
Knaves, that Practice them Publickly to g 
Money. e 


7 


The Devil has made his utmoſt Attempts 


in eſtabliſning the Uſe of Oracles, Divinatio 
and Prophecies. The moſt Ancient and F 
mous Oracles were thoſe of Fupiter Ammon. 
theſe the Devil cauſed his Antwers to be de 
vered upon a Tripod to thoſe that conſult 
him, which were generally Equivocal and 
ceitſul. And again, on their Part the / Pie 


5 gant, by their Ambiguities and Illuſions ul 
ww, were no lefs Captious and /Sopnil 

Feen cal. The wiſeſt and moſt falighWay 
amongſt the Pagans, the Peripateticfss, Cj 
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ad Epicureans, Publickly laughed at, and de-. 
piſed all theſe Oracles, as meer vain Fancies 
| deceitful Spirits. An Obſervation very well _ 

coming reformed Chriſtians. The World 
ws filled with Women poſſeſſed, - who were 


toncerned in theſe Predictions. We find in 
he Verſes of the Sybils, ample and authentick 
eſtimonies concerning the Trinity, concern- 
he Birth of Jeſus Chriſt, his Death, Reſurrecti- 
In, Aſcenſion, and the laſt Judgment. And 
tis might be done either becauſe the Provi- 
lence of God had given ſome ſpecial Commiſ- 
on to the Devil, to deliver theſe Myſteries, 
b was the Opinion of Bellarmine, Baronius, Hy- 
ius, Bucauus and others; or that the Chriſti- 
Its had inſerted theſe Verſes in their Writ- 
Ings out of a Pious Fraud, and Good Intenti- 
In, which Opinion Caſaubon maintained a- 
int Bellarmine; or it might be that Herma 
limfelf was the Author of them, whoſe Name 
mentioned by St. Paul, and aſterwards by 
handel. It is a Common Opinion that theſe 
ſerſes were burnt by Stilico, under the Reign 
the Emperour Honorius. The greateſt Part 
Ithe Pagan Oracles, ceaſed a little before the 
dming of our Saviour. The Poet Lacan gives 
vis Reaſon for it, that the Kings being afraid. 
the Predictions which they cou'd make to 
dem, concerning Future Events, impoſed 
lence upon their Gods, and prohibited them 
peak. Our Modern Prophets have diſobey- 
the Commands of thoſe Kings ; on the con- 
Way they have renewed the Uſe and Practice 
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ltheſe Oracles. If AMinucius Felix, in his Bock 
| WM”. Rn 


* 5 


©. called Ofoviss afcribes the ſilence of the Pag 
Dteäeities to this, that Men were become mon 
Learned and Underftanding, and conſequently 
leſs credulous, which cauſed Demoſthenes to ſij 
that he was not ignorant of the Cheats of thok 

_, pretended Oracles ; we may likewiſe ſay thy 
all good Chriſtians, being now better inſtrude 
than they were in ſome Ages paſt, laugh at the 
Cheats ot theſe poor ignorant People. And if 
Minucius Felix tells us, that the Pythian Goddel 
Philippized , meaning that ſhe ſpoke as King 

_ Philip pleaſed; we can likewiſe ſay, that out 
Impoſtours have temporized, and in many thing 
cConformed themſelves to the Humours and Mas. 
ners of the leading Men amongſt: them. Lt 
zs add to all this, that the Oracles and Demon 
alſo having loſt much of the Power and Credit, 
A1 our Saviour's coming into the World, as Py 

_ © " phyry complains in Euſebius; and if the Poe 
Lucan in the fifth Book of his Pharſalia, laments 
this loſs in Patherical and very moving Term; 

5 our Age, ſays he, cannot receive a greatet 
Damage, or be deprived of a greater Git 
Heaven, than to ſee the Pyathian Oracles cealt 
ſince the Kings, fearing to receive from thet 
ſome fatal Anſwers; have prohibited the God 
"rb ſpeak; it is not here a Poet, but a Courtier 
2 Mathematician, and a Beau, a Creature of a 
amphibious Nature by Profeſſion, who lamen 
the Misfortune of the Age, as if it cou'd not f 

_ ceive a greater Damage than in ſeeing the Or 

a acles'of Marion, Fuge and Cavalier ceaſe in ſidig 
Wich, and going over to the Quakers, an Ant 
Ohriſtian Sect of People. He that knows an 
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gol the Hiſtory of Chriſtianity cannot be 


tings of Strabo, Fuvenal, Platrat , Celſus, 
hey, Julian the Apoſtate, and many others. 
t not the ſame Goſpel which the Miniſters, 
true Succeflours ot the Apoſtles, preach at 
js time ? If there are therefore-ſome of theſe 


ace, that there may be a tree Courſe given 


hieb is the Power of God to Salvation, to all 
ut believe ? ES: - 


is the one good, the other bad, the latter 


chat which is very much like what Cardi- 
| Bina has ſaid; our Age do's not want ſome 


theſe diſmal Tragedies, under a pretence of 
Wrelations, invented by ſome of our Ncve-. 
He adds, theſe wonderful Iljuminations 
thoſe enlightened Perſons, who ſeduce People 


| Apparitions and Revelations of the Devil, 


be Light; we ſhould only diſcover too much 


42 
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want, that upon the Preaching of the Goſ- 
by the "Apoſtles, the Oracles ceaſed, and 
ſhoved themſelves, as may be ſeen in the 


| Prophets, ought not they alſo to be put to 
the Word of Life, to the Goſpel of Chrif, 


Toſhew yet more fully the Impertinance and 
ry of the Propecies of our pretended Pro- 
ets, I ſhalt obſerve, upon what Servius has 
ady told us, concerning the two Demoni, or 


whick, puſhes one always forward to Miſ- 


cipiatate them into the . depraved Deſires of 
Fleſh, and the moſt bafe and ſhame ful Acti- 

k who notwithſtanding, give themſelves the 
ions Names of Perſons endued with a Di- 


Ickednefs ifwe ſhou'd produce an inſtance of 
Ferſon, who is capable of wiſhing that ſuch 


Fe of the Holy Ghoft, and who makes his! 30 
that he is all over poſſeſſed of a Divine Liph 
hen he bas no other . Revelations, no or 
_  Apparitions but thoſe, which the Devil preſealf 
to bim. This: wou'd be a very rare Inftand 
jl it were no where to be found but among 


Light, but perhaps. in a Rapture and Ext 
one of theſe Prophets puſhed on by a Spirit 
Concupiſcence, leaped from his Bed, and, x 


N hima bold Kepulſe, The Prophet being aſhael 
returned to his Bed, wichout propheſying i 


to be ſurprized it, after chis Misfortune, he be 
lieved it to be lis Duty to imitate the Prophd 
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our modern Prophets. We are told, that wit 
out either Viſion, or Revelation, or Divi 


he were all over poſſeſſed, accoſted a youn| 
Woman in, a Prophetical manner, who ga 


the young Woman any longer. We oughtnd 


Hoſes, by a pretended Revelation from Heavet 
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E T- us now 180 vg ind the Nature ane 
Effects of Prophetical Extaſies, as fat: 
they: relate: to our ESTI — pu 
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| at it _ 5 violent Diſtemperoot 0 of. 
Senſes, - The Phyſicians call it 
bete, or Catalepſis. Fernelius See, 
| Sennertus Eives us a fall De- 7 52 porn 
7 3. Sekt. 1. c. 9. 
prion, and Galen ſome inſtances: Galen com. 2. an 
It. Nam correpti omni motu & W Hipz-e. 4 
7 leſtituuntur, ac in eo ſitu quo de- * 
benſ f fuerint, rigidi immobiles manent, apertis c. 
ws oculis vigilantis fizuram retinentes, Let n 
um functio con ſopita fit. Galen produces an 
ance of one of bis own Scholars, Facebat 
ut lignum prorſus inflexus atque extenſus, videbat= 
lalis apertis non intueri, ut ne conniveret e 
tamen loquebatur. 
ame Philoſophers,in defiving Extaſy, tell us, 
the Soul is really ſeparated from the Body; 
jery moment that the Man is in a Rapture, 
that the Soul returns again to the Body, as 
das the Extaſy is over. They | 
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K as anInſtance of it of one Er an Gerate 2 | ö Mt ö | 
ian, who is mentioned 10 
1 and Maximus Tyrius. They tell us, that (ALA 
Was without Action, and as one Dead, but 410 


[tne Soul returning again to the Body he 
reſtored to Life, and that afterwards he 
e of the Rewards and Puniſhments of the 
Lite. But this is none of that kind of Ex- FTE 
which are to be met with in our Prophets. 
ate poſſeſſed with a Species of Madneſs, _ | 
y, accompanied with various Motions ang 
ions, and moſt violent Strugglings, like to 
E wherewith che Devil moved Saul 1 ina way 
letting, and ſeizing, as far as God in his 
an Were J ment —_ pony cha, 
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ne WF” SE i. | Si os 
| If chey pretend to prove that theſe are g 
Motions, I ſhall always keep my Judgment 
on che Reſerve, and ſhall not yield to ad 
land prefumptive Reaſons which prove nothi 
An Extaſy cauſes. many different Effeds iff 
Man that is ſurprized with ir. Someting 
atffects the bodily Senſes, in ſuch a mannert 
. - they are ſuſpended between the Inactivity oft 
Faculty, which they call be Sentiment, and 
Privation of their natural State. The Imag 
tion likewiſe is often ſo weakened, that it 
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we 
t 
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no longer the Liberty of forming that WI cer 

they call Thoxnghr, which is properly the PR); 
duction of the Underſtanding. Laſtly, an ein 
ttaſy cauſes ſuch a Diſorder in the Reaſon, ud 
1 à Man knows neither what he thinks, nor g A 


be dos; and thouyh his Life is not quite en t 
1 '. _ "tinguiſhed, yet his Organs, his Faculties, 
| 1 all his . Powers a5. held in a kind of 5 
8 _ . Pence. Thomas Aquinas 1a' $, this ma prog 
5 3 eee from ple N in 
_ Cauſe, ſrom a ſpiritual and ſupernatural cauſe nta 
chepower ofa Demon, and by the Operat ion o 
1 TDTDhbiz laſt, was the cauſe of the Rapture of St. 
nl whether in the Body, ſays he, or out of the Bi 
"Cannot tel, God knowerb. But no Conſequel 
ix enn be drawn from this Inſtance, no more 
from the Extaſies, Raptures and Viſions Le 
Wl.  Fobn. It is a great Piece of Raſhneſs to pres bet 
to any Advantage from it. Before one it 
a have the Boldneſs to boaſt of it, he ought 
have ſome Reaſons for the ſame Privelege ii 
do Apoſttes-had, by an Evidence of (ome We at 
vour from Heaven clearly revealed to them al 
chat there was no Room Joſt for doubting. 


ies may be affected, the Imagination may 1 1 1 
peakened, and the State of Man may be | | 
to that of the Queen of Sheba, who behold. 08 
the wonderful Grandeur and Magnificence WI | 
ide Court and Palace of King Solomon, and RY 
& Wiſdom of his Perſon, the Scripture tells us 18 | | 
wrefely, that ſhe bad no more Spirit in her, Who FR 
that raſh; Man, ſays St. Auguſtin „ „ Wo! 
ae will dare to ſay, I know, when 4 Ca r. 18 
Res, © do wor now? © '' © — | 1 nd 
Let us again hear St. Aupuſtiv  : © 1h 
cerning the per er e l 
5; he tells us of the Soul of a . Wi 
tain Prieſt of Calamus, who when he pleaſed ' wu | 
d deprive himſelf of all his Senſes by a cun- 1 
be Art he had learned. He wou'd lay flat 1 


un che Ground as if he was Dead; it they 
pred him along with Violence, if they prick- 
thim to the Quick, he cou'd make a ſhew of 
ing nothing, not even when they burned 
min the Flame. Being returned from his 
luntary Extafy, if any one cryed to him very 
d, he wou'd pretend he heard a Voice come 
I afar. Such is the Practice of Knaves and 
poltours, who bewitch the Eyes and furprize © 
Minds of a Credulous Multitude who run 

tt Novelties. Cardinal Cajetan ſpeaks excel- 

Wt well of thoſe that are not true 2 
Phets: It is evident, ſays he, 
being fall'n into an Extaſy they ſpeak in 
Name and Perſon of Chrif, as if Chriſt him- 
made them act and ſpeak, without menti- 
Ws anything of thoſe. by whom they are 
ed, and who ſeduce others: Notwithſtanld- 
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St. Ferome againſt Pelagius has writ, that H 


4 . Cie 8. So true 1s it, | what Cardinal Bona {ay 


Knowledge, his e e Sand Yuen 
ly e 
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ling the fooliſh ignorant World - admire then 


ſieem all over aſtoniſhed; and are ready to ado 
©. ©, their very Words, their Actions, and p. 


— 


reſies were invented and diſperſed, by the Cui 
and Afiſtance of Women. He reports M 
Simon Magus compoſed his Hereſy, by the Mer. 
ſſiſtance of Helena, who was his Concubine; rn. 
that /Montanus, aſſiſted with the Endeavours ( 
P Priſcilla and Maximilia, corrupted many Churc 
Es, and many other rich Women, by inte ee 
them with his Hereſy. Tertullian himſelf 2a 
too much Ear to their Delufions, being raviſk; 
With the deceitful Pomp of their falſe ProphMWhere 


That there is no Pettilence more dangerous ent 

| Poiſon more mortal, than to give Attention 
_ Viſions and Prophecies. Hence it is that ſonfouby 
very learned Men, who have been ſome of the 
Pillars of che Church, have fall'n away, bei at 
raviſhed with ſuch ſpecious glaring Lies, wi 
only influenced their Imagination. Amon Go. 


f : ',_ the ancient Fathers of the Church, there wil the 


not one of them that have a more [lluſcroMey p 
Character for Wiſdom and Reputation, ts 
Origen. His penetrating Wit, his profout 
ty of Life, | have rendered him the Admirati 
of all Ages, and gain'd him the pompous Til 


18 ol being the Lamp of the Church. Notwiß e me 
_ ſtanding being putfed up by the natural Pr Magi 


- of his Genius, he threw himſelf into an 4 
of Hereſies, being charmed with Viſions g 
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Prophecies which were vain, unprofitable, ſcan« 
Mois and falſe, and by conſequence far tom | 
Us SEO 1s CO EI IH. 


Lhe de 


Ihe Spirit of Gt. Ly 
There is an Account given by Comenius a Bp. 
of Bohemia, of three falſe Prophets, with ſome Wil 
{urprizing things concerning them, which not-. 
withlranding deſerve the utmoſt Contempt. It 
is of Philip Cotterus of Sileſia, Chriſtina Poniotouski 
of Bobemia, and Nicolas Drabicius of Moravia, 
Theſe three pretended Prophets boaſted to have 
had frequently Viſions of Angels, and of God 
timſelf, They agreed amongſt themſelves to 
edit the Downfal of the Antichriſtian Em- 
pire, as if it was immediately to be accompli- 
(ed. But, ſays a famous Doctor of that Age, 
here are ſo many ſurprizing things to be met 
Veh in them, that one cannot tell what Judg- 
dent to form concerning them. The Concoui ſe 
o many obſcure Prophecies of an uncertain 
loubtful Origin, cauſes leſs credit to be given 
them. To me, ſays the Doctor, it is incon- 
ile how an ignorant Mechanick cou'd ima- 
inable ſo great things, without the Aſſiſtance 
(God. Natwithſtanding we muſt not relie up- 
em. Let chem draw what Conſequences 
ky pleaſe from theſe falſe Prophets, in favour' 
Four modern Prophets; we do not oppoſe 
KM, we give them leave, provided the Con- 
Wlences they draw be in a juſt Sence ; Time 
Ning already ſufficiently manifeſted the pre- 
ed Prophecies of theſe three Prophets, to 

4 me:r Deluſion and Falſehood. 
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WM word be unjuſt after this to place in the 
ne Rank with Jaiah, Daniel, and the A poſeles, 
8 — 
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theſe Phanaticks ; a Name the moſt favourably 
that can be given them. We cannot, withou 
doubt, upon this Foundation, treat them 2 
8 + je and ſimply Prophets, and as divine Men 
e muſt do Juſtice to all the World. If they 

_ declare to us the Accompliſhment of ſome great 
Matters, they ought to be preceded by a Con. 
.courſe of Prophecies, diſperſed ſome Time be. 
fore over all Parts of the World, as we ſee dong 


* 2 little before the Time of Chriſt's Nativity} 


To find theſe modern Prophets to be ſuch, they 
 Ought either to find or make ſome Prophets be- 
fore them, They pretend there have been ſuch, 
it is true, but they were of ſuch a Kind, as n 

body ever imagin'd before themſelves. They 
ought to be Prophets ſent from God to inſtrud 
us: But if this Concourſe of Prophets be cons 
pos d of this New fort of Prophets, we cann 
receive Viſionaries for true Prophets. 
I they pretend now, to ſpeak of a Time 
mark d out for the Deſtruction of Babylon, forthi 
Overthrow of the Tyrannical Empire of 4 
Chriſ#, for the coming of the Son of Man, an 
for the laſt Judgment; theſe are Points of Pr 
 Bhecy, which no Body ever yet could find out 
not even the Angels, nor the Son of Man hin 
felf. With what Compaſs, with what Balance 
by what computation of Arithmetick or Al 
bra can they Meaſure, Weigh, or Calculate 


_* theſe Diverſities of Places and Times? If a Ma 


: was aſecond Archimedes, and fhall triumph up! 
a Diſcovery of this nature; I dare affirm, f 
does it only upon a vain, groundleſs 1mag10 
tion. . 8 F 9 
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cn 1 
Let us argue yer farther with this learned 
luthematician, let us acknowledge to his Glo- 
chat being one of the molt profoundly sKill'd . 
theſe Sciences of all his Contemporaries, he 
s ohtain'd to the greateſt Capacity and Per- 
Won that the Mind of Man can arrive at, by 
bng and ferious Examination of all the Parts 
ating to them, Thus much may be granted 
im, But if it be ſaid, that all his Demonſtra- 
00s are moſt clear, moſt ſolid, inconteſtable: 
d infallible, his whole Life can ſcarce ſuffice 
that Purpoſe. Since then, in human Sei- 
ices, whatever ſurpaſſes the Light and Capa» 
ty, wherewith the Generation. of Mankind 
t endu'd, does require ſo vaſt, difficult and; 
worious Study and Enquiry ; it will be always 
part of a Prudent Man, to ſay, alter all his. 
dour, This appears to me to be ſo, l may be de- 
Wd. Wichout doubt, it is much more diffi- 
It aſter the moſt long and laborious Reſearches, 
ey, not only this appears to me to be fo, 
$10 ſpeak nothing under Infallibilicy, to ſay, 
e, and it it impoſſihle to be otherwiſe, when at 
Flame time, he is giving his Judgment con- 
ning a Modern Prophet, concerning whom, 
pronounces in a magiſterial deciſive Lan- 
ige, Iam ſure it is the Spirit of Prophecy that 

with bis Mouth. „„ 
[another Man, who is a great Philoſapher, 
intimately acquainted with the Writings of 
fotle and Deſcartes, wou'd carry Matters ſo 
ble wau'd paſs the Bounds preſcrib'd him by 
Maſters, who were much wiſer than he. 
the moſt confident Ways of Speaking, that 
BH r Ariſto- 


it ay be, in appears fo or ſo,” may & not be? it in 
firſt and deareſt Diſciple, never ſpeaks any oth 


the Knowledge of our Modern Prophecies, "hy 
it is a Cercainty entire, compleat and abſolute 


the Inſtruments of Mathematicians, all the Res 


and I do Swear, aud Proteſt before God, and ev 


e 2 I do fear, that J am perfel 


5 0 85 5 5 | | 
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inn palſible hut the Thing may be thus. Tbeophraſlu 


Language but this. Such is the Certainty d 
moſt of thoſe Sciences, that are purely humat 
There is a Poflibility, a great, a very great Ap 
pearance of Truth. Can we therefore ſay ( 


=: WH. 8 


We ought to Examine it very well firſt, Al 


fonings of Philoſophers will fi gnifie nothing t( 


this Purpoſe ; they can never qualifie a l 
to ſpeak in this Form; 


(Tam aſſur d, I baum be decein'd, I can Swt 


Thing that « Sacred, that I could obſerve nothin 
which can male me believe, or ſuſpect, that Fl 
Marion was not ſincere, or, that dike be ſaid, 1 
the Effect 1 any Diſtemper, Impoſture, or Viſim 

4 Mind poſſiſc d with the Devil, or of a Fuggl | 


eon vine d, not to ſay I know'of a Certainty, tha 
' Was truly the Spirit or Angel of God that ſpoke byt 


Mouth 'of Elias erties veep _ Time be as pol 
elt me God. 


* 


- John Daude 
Ob jurat. 1 Die A il, 1 O , 
uin cufam 1111 ws, , gs 7 N. Facio. 1 ; lt 
GI-C197161 Wo. | 
Richard Holford. | Charles Port 


I FLIRT. e 


N 125 Fg Y 2 * * 
7 : . 
- 37 
Wb % | 
5 * * 1 * 1 
i 4 6 s K ' \ . a a " þ . > . * 
i | S E '$ y IV | | z F 
* 1 . . " - 'Y , 8 ; a 


r 
AF the 


e Knowledge or Examination of Mollern 
WEE. Prophecy, ab . 
THE Conſideration of Saul, looks like an 
: Inftance in which one cannot be deceiv'd. 
we are oblig'd to place him in the Number 
Gods Prophets, we muſt likewiſe admit thoſe 
ito the Rank of true Prophets, who at this 
ime pretend themſelves to be ſuch. If we 
paſider well the Action of the Prophet Samuel, 
ho by the Order of God, anointed Saul to be 
ung over Vrael, and the Woids which the Pro- 
ſet ſpoke to him, ſhewing him from God, in 
| theſe Circumſtances, what he ſhou'd do, 
tus (halt meet, ſays he, 4 Company of Prophets with 
Haltern, and a Tavret, and a Pipe, and a Harp 
Ire ther, and they ſhall Prophecy, and the Spirit 
the Lord ſhall come upon Thee, and thou ſhalt Pro- 


ey with them, and ſhalt be turned into another 
ln, for God is with thee ; it we conſider the 
port of the Word, when it is ſaid afterwards, 
ls be Prophefied, that is to ſay, that he imita- 
the Prophets, that he had a Mind to be like 
mm, and that he was no more than a Coun- 
i Prophet, for after this, it is ſaid. That he 

bY off bis Clothes, and in the Preſence of Samuel 
| down naked all Day and all Night , and that 
| Evil Spirit ſeized Saul, and be Propheſied in his 
we: I lay, if we conſider theſe Things, we 
Part allow him the Name of a true Prophet. 


. Theſe 


e 


1 (3) 
Theſe Circumſtances may ſerve to Inſtruct u 
that a Prophet ought to be very well Examin' 

beſore we can juſtly attribute to him that Title 

Tis a Matter of very great Importance, 20 
deſerves a ſerious long Examination, even & 
cording to the Rule preſcrib'd us by Maſe 

When a Prophet ſpeaketh in the Name of the Lord, 


de Thing follow not, nor come to paſs, that is fl nl 
1 Thing whieb the Lord hath not ſpoken, but the n 
I _ pher bath ſpoken it preſumptucuſly ; thou ſhalt nt up 
11} raid of him, It all the Circumſtances or Chu 2 
! = raters related of Saul, are not to be mer wil 
iz our Prophets, we may obſerve others * 
8 which. tho? different from choſe of Saul, ſui 1 
ll - ently intimate to us, and qualifie us to p 


notnce, That the Lord hath not ſpoken to the 


© | ” * : | | a N 

I that if they ſpeak, it i: preſumpruouſly, and the 1 
doe we ought wor to be ofraid of tem. We 
Tl Rule of Moſes, is Without doubt ce 50 
1 good, and the Ule of it extreamly neceſſary, 


 — apply'd with due Care. For if the Knowles 4 
pf Prophecy is ſo difficult, that it ſurpaſſes 0 
=  Cotnpichenſion of the Mind of Man: It M. 
of che greateſt Learning, Experience, and ole. 
Abjlities, have often confeſs d their Miſtake 
and Ignorance in this Matter, when they ® 
before thought themſelves ſecure in che qui. 0 
ment they had form'd; it is not to be doubt 
1 has conſtantly his Prophets es 
Dreamers, Which is the cauſe of this Confulogne” 1 
If Saul asketh ought of the Lord, he neit 
anſwers him by Dreams, nor by the Sacrifca; 21 
nor by che Prophets : But if God himſelf ſpe ; 

ro Aaron, or Miriam his Sifter, he fays, 7 I 


- Es . A erg > ory trans © ane 
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4 Prophet amongſt 
View, or ſpeak to him by a Dream. 
Devil wou'd ſpeak to his Prophets, he moves, 
nd diſturbs their Imagination, and afterwards, 
metimes diſcovers to them ſome ſecrer Mat- 


ong Experience. The Devil has no Power to 
Snlighten the Underſtanding of Men; he rather 


uppens, that ſometimes he ſuggeſts to them in 
We profound Sleep, ſome Things, which they 
practice when Awake: If they are Sick, 
plays upon their Fancies with agreeable De- 
Mons, as he did once to a Sick Perſon, mov- 
ig him. to go to the Temple of £/culapine, pro- 
Nong co ſhew him there ſome Remedies for his 
vitemper. The Sick Perſon accordingly wait- 


onoal Suggeſtion. 
Bur:-by what Meaſures ſhall we know that 
Wind which the Lord ſhall not ſpeak to the pretended 


ler reſpects the Prophet, or the People, to 
Som the Prophet ſpeaks it. Now, I fay in- 
uerencly, in reſpe& to both, that three diffe- 
pat ad altogether contrary Cauſes, do produce 
erent Effects upon theſe different Subjects, 


mes all three together, when they meet in the 
bedubject; and theſe are the Devil, Nature, and 
dd himſelf. Now tis a difficult thing, not to 


Þe Devil has bis Inſpirations ; Nature has its 
Winctsand Ideas; God has his Illuminations. 


1 will declare my ſelf in a 
hen the 


, Which he only knows Naturally, and by 


iſs them into the moſt palpable Darkneſs : It 


{all Night for the Accompliſhmene of this di- 


bene! I anſwer, firſt, That that Word, ei- 


1 


u that whether they act ſeparately, or ſome- 


bdeceiv'd ones ſelf, and not to deceive others. 


RES MM”... = EY JE 8 — 
* 4 — _ —_— — 
Ks — 5 


* — 
MT 7 — * po 
FU 9 . 3 8 n 2 8 — — 
S eee . 
E 2 
1 ——_— os P 
p 4; EA ay. tet 0 


> — — hs 


— — a 7 1 a * 
* . 9 . - 
—— — 
y OX —ů — — * 


The Den e 


miſtake Falſhood for Truth, Vice paſles for Vir 
tue, Virtue for Vice, and Darkneis for Light, &. 


Ged, and ſo be deceired by falſe Prophe 


Aan and finds the Difficulty, but canngnds 
tell how to acquit himſelf in it. 
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tes Care to diffuſe his Darkneh 
over the Mind of Man; Nature Infpires it 
Errors; God alone gives his Light and Bright. 
neſs. to his Prophet. Sometimes the Devil and 
Nature conſpire together, to darken the Light 


Mg 
7 


of the Holy Spirit in the Heart, and raiſe talfe 125 


Idea's in the Prophet. Sometimes it happen e 
that theſe three Cauſes are at War together ban 
the Devil, Natute and the Holy Spirit. We em 


Gre ſays, He that ſees the Light, knowiivide 


221 
St, Gre 


3 es: that it is che Light; he that Knef eu 


en, not the Brightneſs ot Light, miſtae 
Things that are dark for thoſe that are cles 
and bright. It is laid of Ignatius Loyola, th 
Founder of the Order of the Jeu $1 
len.. that the Devil appeared to him u Ef 

der the Figure of a bright gloriou Gi 
Being, caſting an agreeable Brightneſs upoſ tt f 
his Eyes. And thus like wiſe the Scripture reliiſt dy 
us, That Satan transforms himſelf. into an Ange! Nene 
Light. And the Apoſtle St. Jobn admoniſhes au Hatice 


_ exhares us, net to believe every Spirit, but to ne 


the Spirits; 2phethber they are of Gad. Hence it ih 
that St. Augiſb ine dta ws this Argument; I wile Ur 
try that I may not be deceived: certainly, if aid 
do not try the Spirits that they are of God, b; 
May abandon my ſelf to ſuch Spirits as are not n b 


«gk © What! ſha!l'I therefore do, how if 
now}... I ms ke this Proof ? St. Auguſtin i u whit 
4 V%, dera gteat Concern, he acknowled: ſk 
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AS ( . 
dint Chryſoform, in his Homily: of the Holy 
oft, ſeems to clear St. Auguſtin's Difficulty, 
tying, No body can diſcern. diſtinctſy, who 
Pollets'd with an unclear; Spirit, or with the 
bly Ghoſt; for if the Spirit were viſible, it 
ud not deceive. Montanus came, ſaying, I 
ue the Holy Ghoſt. Manicbeus came, laying, 
have the Holy Ghoſt. Ought we to believe 
em? NO! For this was not evident; there 
ere no Proofs of it. One or more Signs may 
fly deceive us, it we do not ſum up all the 
fidence” that can be procur'd in a Matter ſo 
Wiicult to find out. There is nothing more 
mbiguous. © The Connexion and Agreement 
Pall Circumſtances muſt be carefully conſide- 
h upon which depends the Knowledge of 
Subject, ſo as to give a right Judgment of it. 
Effect, the diſcerning of Spirits is a particu- 
Gift, not beſtow'd on all; and Prophecy is 
it ſelf ſo difficult, that it cannot be known, 
by the Revelation of the Holy Ghoſt, who 
ne is able to make us diſtinguiſh a Divine Re- 
lation from a Human and Diabolical Deluſi- 
Land Phantaſm. It is a certain Truth, that 
Spirit of Prophecy does not always enlighten _ 
We: Underftanding of the Prophets. For as it 
laid of the Holy Spirit, That he blows where he 
kb ; ſo we ought to know why, and how he 
ill blow, according to the Obſervation of 
Wmas Aquinas , upon 1 Cor, chap. 12. The 
Ay Spirit, according to the Power and Liber- 
wich he hath, blows and inſpires when he 
tales, and where he pleaſes, to enlighten the 
nds of Mens For this Reaſon, our Savio 
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| ; ED es | 42 ) / | 
| adviſes us, ſaying, Beware of Falſe Prophets whil 
come to you in Sheeps Clothing, but imwardly they a 
ravening Wolves ; ye ſhall know them by their Fruity 
Not every one that ſaith anto me Lord, Lord, | 
enter into the Kingdom of Heawen, Many wil f 
to me in that Day, Lord, Lord, bave we not P 
pheſied in thy Name? and in thy Name have wi 
' out Devils ? and in thy Name, done many wondn 
ful Works, And then will I profeſs unto them, 1 u 
ver knew you : Depart from me ye that work Iniqu 
ty. Without doubt this Threatning denoungy 
againſt a Falſe Prophet, is very terrible. 7 the 
ariſe among you a Prophet, who gioeth thee a Sign 
# Wonder, and the Sign or the Wander come to ee +; 
. thou ſhalt not hearken to the words of that Projht 
But that Prophet ſhall be put to Death, becavſ: | 
bath ſpoken to turn you away from the Lord your Gi 
It is faid again, The Prophet that ſhall b ſo pr 
ſumptuous as to ſay. ſome Things in the Name ꝙ i 
Tord, wbich I have not Commanded to ſpeak, or viii 
ſhall-ſpeak in the Name of other Gods, that Prop 
al le pot io Death | 
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ſo uncertain, and little or not at all to be 
A Dmitting what we have already ſaid, that 


we ought very well to weigh and <cxamine 
he Spirits before we can give an exact aeciſive 


e too much Precaution, leſt we be deceived. 
his is certainly true, For be that believes upon 
wht Grotends, is of an unconſtant Mind, and be Nee 
[enderh, fins againſt himſelf, ſays the Author of 
defiaſticus, that is, according to the Paraphraſe 
tome Bibles, Whoever fins againſt himſelf, 
with a bad Conſcience, by reaſon. of a raſh 
lament. Prevention often -imitates Faith, 
a Flatterer does a Friend, according to the 
dmpariſon of Clemens Alexandrinus : to which 
$ may add, that a Flatterer commonly has 
bre Succeſs than a Friend. If we ſhou'd give 
ay to a Precipitate Judgment, we ſubject our 
Nes to all the Extravagant Fancies and Reve- 
bs of Phanaticks and Enthuſiaſts, every one of 
Ich, pretends to be aſſur'd, that he is guided 
be Spirit of God; a very ſhort way to main- 

ln all, even the moſt impious Errors. It is 
Character of all Hereticksto broach newOpi- 
ns, and to endeavour to eſtabliſh them, that 


thority 


| cance eſtabliſh 4 firm Judgment of the 
Prophecies of the Time, the Riſe of which is 


d>ment concerning them; it is impoſſible to 


ky may by that means, gain Credit and Au- 
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 thority in the World, and in the Church. 4 
to make their groſs Deluſions and Phantaſy 
cauſed either through Vanity or Self. love, 
paſs the better; they boaſt. of having had ſon 

particular Revelations: concerning the Subjel 
they treat of, Eccleſiaſtital Hiſtory makes meni 
on of a Cerinthus; a- Simon, a Mark, a Menan; 

a Baſilides, a Valentinus, and many more, wh 
have made their fabulous Revelations paſs { 
Truths. The Viſions and Prophecies of A 
tanus with thoſe of the two Women, Priſal 
and Maximilia, gained fo much Credit with th 

unhappy Tbeodoret, that after he had ſuffers 

Himſelf to be ſurpriz'd, and .charm'd with then 
he employed all the force of his Wit and EI 
"quence to {ct forth the Praiſe of them. 
It is theſe learned Men that God gives upt 

the Power of Error to believe a Lie. Where 

they will ſay, God makes choice of the We 
and Ignoble to communicate his Spirit to the 
and tender them Prophets. Was not An 
Prophet, tho' a Herdiman, and in which Eq 


ployment he was found when the Spirit of Gg 


, came, upon him and made him a Prophet? Gd 
does not regard the outward Condition and A 
pearance of Men. Ought we therefore to 

flurpriz d, if be makes choice of rude illicen 
Mecha icks, and Perſons of the meaneſt Co 

Alen e be his Prophers? „ 
I anfwer, and ay; 1. That as Malachi, 
the laſt of all che Prophets under the Occcn| 
nomy of the Law, ſo under the Oeconomy 
che Goſpel, out Saviour ſent out ſuch Apoll 
were moſt of them taken ang calld from! 
Wiz 33h 4% ir e in 
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oranc fort of Men, to be the firſt Eſtabliſn. 
4 of the Goſpel, and enduing them wich the 
i of Infallibility, and the Power of working 


finguiſh ſome wich the Gift of Prophecy. 
* now there are no more. Apoſtles, no more 


joftles are now no where to be found, but in 
raven, or in the Bible. 8 
2, If there appear ſome, who give themſelves: 
title of Prophets, who boaſt, that the Voice 
God, or the Holy Spirit, has been Commu- 
ated to them, to ſpeak in the Secret of their 
dart, and to declare publickly his Will: We 
y without doubt ſay the ſame of them, as is 
in the Church of Rome, to have happen'd 


hr, to whom an Angel Was one Day ſent 
private ſolitary Place, about no other Bu- 


e Philoſophy was to be found in the Holy 
iptures. But tho' theſe Prophets teach no- 
Wig contrary to the Hoy Scriptures, that does 
hinder but that we may deny the Truth of 
air Commiſſion, at leaſt reſerve to our ſelves 
liberty of examining it, according to the 
les delivered to us in the Holy Soriptures: 
| Wing likewiſe the wiſe: Counſel: 1 
luch St. Ambroſe gives us, that in r. 
Time ot the Prophets the People 
de Giſt of diſcerning ol Spirits, in ord 


—— 


1 


2 


tary Einployments, as Fiſhing, &+. a Rude 


lracles- Notwithſtanding, he was pleaſed to 


wophets, no more Evangeliſts enrich'd with 
Gift of the Holy Ghoſt. Prophets and 


Holy Father of the Church, viz. Fuſt in 


in trom Heaven to Diſcourſe with him in a 


Ag or Errand, than only to tell him, that the 
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ts boo thoſe whom they ought to rejec; 


the ſame manner as we diſtinguiſn good Mone 
from falſe. But now, as we are not enrichs 
with the ſame Grace of the Gift. of diſcerning 
Spirits by any acquired Light whatever; ſo w 


* 15 ought to addreſs our ſelves to God in this ear 


eſt Prayer of Godeau, a Famous Biſhop of Fan 
which he pronounced upon a like occaſion, Of 
God let not there, for the Puniſhment of ou 
Sins, be a lying Spirit in the Mouth of the 
Preachers, or theſe vain Prophets, as thou f 
' fered'ſt to be in the Prophets of Abad. 
38. It they were only a few' bigotted W. 
men, who ſay and believe that theſe thr 
Young Cevermeze Prophets, are truly ſuch 
they pretend themſelves to be, we might ay 
that their Natural Temper diſpoſes them to 
too eaſy Credulity, and ro an Admiration 
theſe Prophets, which is only founded upo 
Prejudice and Prepoſſeſſion Bur there al 
- fome Perſons who adhere to theſe Prophet 
as it were out of a Deſign to ſet them in t 
fame Rank with thofe of Old, and by theirs 
aggerated Commendations of them, even 
make them Superiour to thoſe Men of GC 
never mentioning them without the Appel 
tion of good Men, and ſuch as have very god 
Intentions. If they, I ſay, fall into a U 
courſe of the Modern Prophets, t hey make the 
as Angels ſent down from Heaven, and il 
them with an extravagant Profuſion of. Prail 
beyond any thing that has ever been he. 
Tf I ſhou'd make them a preſent of any th 


WW  fuitable to their Merit, it ſhou'd be the Eph 


| f R f N * 
; e 
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| Gideon, or that of Micah, with which they 
bud be inveſted as a fit Reward for their falſe 
wophecies, But without being too pleaſant, 
iſo ſerious a matter, all thoſe Women that 


highly applauded theſe pretended Prophets, 
it me in Mind of an account given LE 
| by St. Auguſtin concerning two e 
Women, the 4 of which was a Ma- N 
theay, the other an Ort hodow. The ; 
Ihodox Woman not enduring the exceſſive 


& Sun, as of a Deity, roſe haſtily from her 

t and run to trample under her Feet ſome 
the Rays of the Sun, which entred through 
Window into a Chamber. See, ſaid ſhe, it 
the Sun your God that I trample under my. 


ach the Adaricheans, who tho they laughed 
this Woman, did notwithſtanding imitate 
when they adhered to the Holy Scriptures. 


in, eminent in the Orthodox Religion, and 
me thoſe extravagant Praiſes which they 
eto theſe new Prophets, as to their Idols. 
epious, indifcreet bigotted Prophets, who 


he been infatuated, and thoſe Men who have 


ommendations which the Manichean gave of 
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bet, St. Auguſtin tells us this Story to Re- 
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d we ouglit alſo to imitate this ſams Wo- 


* 
% — — — — —— 
— ns ts. fine. — — fake — 
2 » „ _— = 
25 2 - IF 
r 2 


lute that to the Holy Ghoſt, which is no 
e than the Thought of the Hearts of Men? 
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TATE are told every where of the Wild,cl 


_ © themſelves to be true Prophets, and that the 


lieved amongſt Men of better Senſe, that thi 


of Human Nature, that Reaſon and good Senl 
are, as we may ſay, ſometimes vanquiſhed ani 


come ſubject to an irregular depraved Imagin: 


Philoſopher of the laſt Age, of great Splizht 


a very extraordinary Attention, or by ſom 


ther; though *cis certain the Generality « 


a Noiſe in his Head, cauſed either by Br l 


8 * "i 
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07 the ill Vſe made of Modern Prophets 


merical Prophecies, of theſe Youn| 
Men, and we. are aſſured that they profel 


themſelves are perſwaded- of it. But it is b 


is only the Effect of a weak diſturbed Imagine 
tion cauſed by a Diſorder of the Brain, whid 
ſometimes happens to very wiſe and able Me 
To take the matter in this Senſe, is to deal ia 
vourably with them.” It is one of the Mileri 


dethroned in one of their Provinces, and be 


tion. To purſue this Reflection, in Favour 
theſe pretended. Prophets, let us give ane 0 
two Inſtances of this Extravagance. A famo 


neſs,” Subtilty, and Sharpneſs. of Wit, either Þ 


peculiar: Fayour of Heaven, . pretended he cou 
hear very diſtin&tly the Harmony oi che He: 
venly Spheres in their Motion one above an 


Mankind hear nothing of it. They might ha 
told him very well, that what he heard was "i 
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loſed, or ſome Vapour pent up, or ſome ſmall 


Wears upon the Drum of the Ear, But perhaps 


thich he ſo ſenſibly. perceived. 

What ſhall we ſay of the fine Genius of Italy, 
lebrated not only for its Poetry, but a vaſt 
umber of other Works of very good Senſe, 
which one of its V otaries was perſwaded to 


ectain familiar Spirit, which, ſays he, was ac- 
uſtomed to viſit him from time to time: Af- 
wards he returned Anſwers to this Spirit, 
ot in wild extravagant Expreſſions, but with 
[that was Elegant, Fine, Noble, and Juſt in 
tos Philoſophy, or in all the Pagan Morality ; 
that if we believe what is related in his Lite, 


lat he was afraid of converſing too familiarly 
Ith him, leſt he himſelf might fall into the 
Ine Extravagance. The unfortunate Torquato 


bit by the Chriſtian Morality. It is no diffi- 
lit matter to apply theſe two Stories. I leave 
km as the moſt proper to do it, who make it 


Ws their Chimerical Fancies and Deluſions. 
the telling of a third Story wou'd contri- 
* any thing towards their Remedy, I ſhou d 


1 


mous 


uimal, which conſtantly and immoderatelß 


would have laughed at the Simplicity of 
his, or any other Reaſon againſt a Truth 


quit all, and do nothing but hear attentively a 


here was no one cou'd read over his Imperfe&t 
Jalogue, though he was never ſo wiſe a Man, 
he was ſo far from curing him of his Folly, 


Ws, inſtead of admiring the Saying of Socrates 
bcerning his Demon, ought to have Correct- 


pic buſineſs to impoſe upon themſelves and o- 


oF" by relating an Inſtance 0: the moſt Fa- 
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mon and moſt Grand Impoſture that ever wal 
A ed by a Man, who lived in great State af 
died in the laſt Age. To carry on this Impo 
fſtute wich the better Succeſs, he had without 
doubt made it the chief buſineſs and applica 
tion of his whole Life, ſtudying to make il 
bis Actions and Impoſtures paſs, as if they wer 
Adote by an eſpecial Direction and Influence of 
Heaven. Sometimes he wou'd give Orders to 
2 Prophet or a Propheteſs to come to him while 
he was in full Council, or at the Head of bi 
Army, and to command him from God to d 
ſuch chings as he had before privately reſold 
+ ix upon within himſelf. So that all his Counſel 
were in greater Authority, and paſſed for thi 
Motions of the Holy Ghoft. If there was 26 
Action to be done, that was like to redoun 
to the Honour of his Friend, or preſerving thi 
8  Hotiour and Life of his Neighbour, he wol 
= declare ſolemnly that that was his Intention 
8 but that God had revealed to him, that it 
not agreeable to his Holy Will. Thus wou' 
there be a Gate opened for Enthuſiaſts to Mu 
ther Fathers, Brothers, Kings, and to com 
any kind of Wickednefs, after the Example 
this Grand Villain, without receiving at fl 
fame time ee from the Actions 


Abrabaim and Fephtba, who were moved to thi 
ether Divine, which they mY 
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In effect ſach ſort of Prophets may happen 
be Lyars, Cheats, Impoſtors, and vil. 
ins, and though they may believe themſelves 
be, and may paſs tor, Prophets, yet this is 
them only anni e Faith, and obſti- 7 
ate Opinion, cauſed by the Heat of the Ima- 8 | 
ination. In ſhort, it is nothing but a Viſion, 1 13 
Chimerical Conceit cauſed by an affected vo: 
weary Ignorance. Prophecy is one of thoſe 
harms that corrupt the Ule of Reaſon, but | 
e not able to deſtroy the Faculty. When the 
oud comes to be diſperſed, there's no other 
mreflion of it remaining, but the Shame and 
prize for their paſt Errors. It is ordinary 
lach Men to paſs on from one Error to ano- 
kr, till at laſt they believe themſelves inlighe-. 
kd by the Holy Ghoſt, and to be Prophets. 
Need there is nothing that flatters the Pride 
Vanity of Men fo much as to wear the E— 
bd, and to be the Founders of a new Religi- 
It is evident, an entire Independance of 
Epline and Government has been always 
bcauſe or effect of an infinite Number of Er- 
6 giving the Devil a fair Opportunity to in- 
imo his Diſciples all the Fancies and Chi- 
k's cheir Mind is Capable of. One of the 
inal Errors, one can fall intÞ, is to Create 
im, and to bring under contempt the E- 
liked Order and Authority, to trample up- 
Mich is a moſt flagrant Crime; or to teach 
there is no Church, no Sacraments, no 
Ry, but ſuch as they form among them- 
or which they arrogate to themſelves 
altly, no IE, RecA is to ſerve for 
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ſome Phanatical, Turbulent, and Obſtinate Sy 


rally ſtrike in, and get themſelves 
ged with the ſelf- Love, and ſelf-Intereſt q 


Who being abuſed by ſome weak Reaſons, it 
trude themſelves into the Office of Preac! 


Spiricblows were it liſtech, and that it is not cot 
fined to the Schools; that it is ſufficient 


to diſpenſe it. Upon this it may not be it 
proper to relate a Story, which is very ſingu 
in the Countries we before: mentioned, in 
laſt Sickneſs, charged one of his Oldeſt Frien 

d0o give him Notice when he ſhou'd find thi 
was no hopes of his Recovery. The Fne 


quainted him with his approaching End. 1 


retire, and to leave him for ſome time 


out of Meaſure long: he cauſed them all to 


| and then ſaid to them with an Air of Eaſe 
Satisfaction, fear nothing but rather 80 and 


ͥͤͤ¼Ü N 
a Rule to thoſe that do well, and for a cu 


and Chaſtiſement to the reftactory. I ſay, yelliſh 


farther, that the Errors which are vented H 


rits, are as ſo many Hydra's, which it is difficul 
utterly to rout and deſtroy, becauſe they gen 

firmly eng 
Men, which are ordinarily preferred bothq 


Honour and Conſcience. 
Such is the Unhappineſs of our Prophe 


ing and Prophecying, with ſaying, that t 
have an inward Call, with Talents necella 


and known to very few. A Man very famo 


was juſt to his Charge, and accordingly 


Sick Man rouſing up all the Strength and dp | | 
he had left, ordered thoſe that attended him 


God alone. His private Meditations were 


turn,” whom he had Commanded to retire, 
Parents, Friends, Officers, and Domelti 
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have prayed that he wou'd do with me accord- 


worthy as I am he has reſerved me, tor ſome 
nour and Service, The Company departed 
who ſtayed behind to learn ſomething more 
particular concerning this matter. He aſſu- 
d him that he wou'd diſcover to him the 


hole Secret, and that was, that the Reve- 


o venture by that Fiction: for if he muſt 


I 

che Report that his Recovery was Pre- 
aed, being Noiſed abroad, wou'd give him 
opportunity of dying peaceably, and 


fond give his Family ſome little time to ſecure 
lemſelves : but if the Phyſicians ſhou'd prove 
ilaken in pronouncing his Recovery deſpe- 
e, as they often do, then he by his Prediction 
ae Eſtabliſh his Character not only in his 
n Country, but over all Europe, as of a Man 
it from God. But it happened that this Viſi- 


* World behind him to talk of his impious 
Ielumption and  Knavery. This became a 
mon Story in the French Court, a great 


Wptuous Action, only out of regard to the 
icy of the Man) telling it to a Proteſtant 


E 3 8 CT. 


turn publick and Solemn Thanks to God : 1 


ing. to his Pleaſure; and he hath Evidently. re- 
wealed to me that I ſhall not die, and that un- 
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kings which will be much more for his Ho- 


full of Joy, and reported every where the 
Good News ; except his Old intimate Friend, 


ation was indeed feigned, but that he run 


Mary or Counterfeit Prophet died, and left 


iniſter there (who took Notice of this Pre- | 


Quality, now an Ambaſſador. in London, up- 
hole Credit we tranſinit it to Poſterity. ©. 
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O the fatal Conſequences cauſed by this ſo 
2 | of Prophets, „ 


roger Hornius, in his Hiſtory, to ſhew the 
IF Folly of ſuch inlightened Perſons, 16 


f * 
) 


__— ©, lates ſeverat Inſtances of them. He 
Wi 75,5" tells us of one Knipperdoling a Germa, 
Who creeping upon his Hands and 
Peet through a great Croud of People in x 
Publick Place, he breath'd into their Mouths, 

_ ſaying to every one of them; The Father hath 
ſanctified thee, receive thou the Holy Gholl, 
We ſee likewiſe at this Time our Prophets at 
tempting to infuſe a Prophetical Spirit into 
ſome ſilly Women and weak Men, by I do not 
know what kind of Sharm, which poſſeſſ 
them with the like Motions and Agitations 
Such is the Myſtery of Iniquit ). 
The ſame Hiſtorian ſpeaks of one David 0j 

we Delpbt, who went ſo far as to ſay that he wal 
the. Meſſias, not conceived of the Fleſh, but a 
= the Holy Ghoſt, and of the Spirit of Chrif whd 
is the true Spirit. If any one Sinned again 
him, that Sin would never be Pardoned. H. 
forewarned them that he ſhou'd die, but tl 
he ſhou'd riſe again within three Years, whic 
ſays Hornius, never yet came to pats. Shall v 

_ ©. therefore ſlightly believe every thing that is to 
us by Three Miſerable pretended Prophets, tha 
Within Three Years the World ſhall be Ch: 
ged, that there ſhall fall a Curſe upon unbelie 
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ing impenitent Sinners, and a Blefling an 3 


race upon the Good and Elect? 
Hornius likewiſe ſays, that one Henry, ſir- 


umed the Family of Love, pretended himſelf to 


| above Moſes and Feſus Chriſt. Moſes, ſays he, 


ght nothing but Hope, Chrif taught nothing 
ut Faith, but that he was come into-the World 


% 


0 introduce Charity. So theſe new Prophets 


jill tell us, that they come by a Divine Inſpi- 


ation to Preach to us Repentance. I would 


herefore ask them, what is the Badge of your 
ommiffion ?. Jonab went by an expreſs Com- 
land of the Lord, we find his Embaſſy in his 


ok; he was alone when he went to Preach 


lepentance to the Ninivites: Ye are three with- 


ut Order or Commiſſion from God, John 


i came alone to Preach Repentance for 


te Remiſſion of Sins, and to be the Fore- runner 


Jeſas Chriſt; and ye are three, as the Fore- 


ners of many other Falſe Prophets, and are 


urked for Impoſtors. They have driven you 


Wom your Places of Abode, being perſuaded, 
ace, and ye are come to trouble Trae). 
Juſtus Velfius, a very Learned Man, ſaid he 
went from God to deliver People from Death: 
in Order to confirm his Doctrine by Mira- 
b; he did what he could to cure the Blind 
the Lame. But upon his not ſucceeding, 
timputed it to their Unbelief. We alſo paſs 
tUabelievers with the Spirit of our Prophets, 
Wen with Indignation we reject their Prophe+ 
6, which have no Character, nor the leaſt Ap- 


Wance of Truth. Reaſon conſequently can 


| ye are no other than Diſturbers of the Pub- 


©'\ 


never be 
Another Impoſtor, called Barchocab, boaſted, 
that he was the Promiſed: Meſſiats, and under the 
better amongſt his Followers, he held a lightel 
Torch in his Mouth, and breathed out Flame 


Eꝛunes, or Eum, ſirnamed of the Star, Originally 


eiſms there is in Latin, per Eum, &c. by bim thi 
muſt come to Judge the. Quick and the Dead; 


this ſame Emunes, whom Florus mentions in hi 
em Paulus Romans the Civilian, ſpeabin 


State, if they are nais'd to any great Poſt 


ed with Death. 
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de brought to ſubmit to ſuch Impoſton, 
and ſenſible Men wilt abhor ſuch Practices. 
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ſpecious word, Belief, he abuſed ſome of hi 
own Nation. To make his Deluſions paſs the 


with his Words, imitating the Knavery of or 


of Bretagne, who ſaid he was the Chriſt, tor thi 
ſole Reaſon, that in the Form of ſome Exc 


making of this Latin Pronoun eum, which ſignifi 
him, his own proper Name, that is Eum. It! 


Hiſtory, who by this ſtratagem, raiſed abo 
_ 60000 Slaves in the Roman Empire. | 
Upon occaſion of a like Subje6 


ä a 


ok Divines, and their Prediction 
mentions this Law. Thoſe who attempt to ul 
troduce new unknown Opinions and Forms 
Worſhip, and by that means give occaſion i 
Troubles and Seditions, ought to be baniſh'd 


Dignity ; and as for others, let them be punil 


L t us return to Hornius's Hiſtory, and iq; 
Sleidan with him. Both of them in their ſei 
ral Hiſtories reflecting upon Things of th 

ture, tell us, that Fires and Maſſacres are 
fatal Conſequences of ſome falſe [nſpirat 
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len, or the Suggeſtions of the Devil, who was 


nenough to ſay, that the Holy Scripture is 
athing, in compariſon of the Word of Truth, 
hich ſpeaks in us: and under pretence of this 
Nord, they vented a Thouſand monſtrous Errors. 
They declared the Millennium was come, or 
od's Reign for a thouſand Years, and that 
t was to begin with them; and that it was up- 
In Account of this Reign, they were to Depoſe 
nd Murder thoſe Magiſtrates and Princes that 
poſed this Reign, or the Motions of that Spi- 


rr. OC 


wtzer boaſted. that God had given him in a 
non, the Sword of Gideon, to employ it when 
Decaſion required. Theſe are terrible Viſions, 
d from ſuch Viſionaries we ought to Pray 
od to deliver us. It is a common Obſervati- 
„that ſuch Prophets as were Inſpired with the 
we Spirit as Muntzer was, generally end with 


bundred thouſand Men followed this Impo- 
or, of which more than 50000 were kill'd in 


beſending themſelves, Flying or Quitting their 
Futon, being perſwaded, that he could, meerly 
It the lap of his Coat, as he had Promiſed 
Wm, break the force of the Cannon, and that 


Wunded by them. Muntzer was taken and 


ich for the moſt Part are the Inventions of 


Murderer and a Lyar from the Beginning. Hournize 

particular, tells of one Nicholas Stork, and 
ne Thomas Muntzer, Germans, who pretended _ 
Semſelves to be Prophets, and had Preſumpti- 


t within them, with which they were filled. 


he Sword and the Effuſion of Blood. Above 


de Body, in the Year 1525. without either 


could receive the Bullets without being 


puniſh'd 
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no more but a Poor Taylor by Trade, who with 
_ three other Enthuſiaſts became the Principal Au. 


2 5 with their Murders and Robberies, This Jul 


Butcher, cauſing any to be Kill'd or Maſſacre 
that he would ; being himſelf the Bloody Ex 


of Fobn of Leyden, to quit ones firſt proper Em 


fail of being attended with Poverty ; fron 
Whence Men are. hurried on into ſuch dange 
rous Enterprizes and Misfortunes, from which 
tis a hard Matter to diſengage or free them 
ſelves, and tis a hazard, if at laſt, being invol 


ſhameful, cruel, and curſed Death. 
© phecy, Let every one keep to his own Emplo 


ment, and be conrented with his Condition 
and that I may apply the Words of St. Fe 


puniſtz d for his Treaſon, by having his Hey 


- 


* *« 


Another Impoſtor met with the ſame Fate, aul | 
that was Fobn F Leyden his Succeſſor. He wg 


thor of adreadful War. The Barbarous Procedure 
of theſe Viſionaries was a Thing full of Terror 
who never ſpoke of any thing but Inſpirations 
Viſions and Prophecies, and yet filled the Word 


of Leyden from a Taylor became, as he calle 


himſelf, a King, or univerſal Monarch of th 
whole Earth. From a King, he became ; 


cutioner of his own Wife. 
It is a dangerous Thing, after the Exampl 
ployment, which is a common Inlet to Idleneſ 


and from Idleneſs, one of courſe falls into ex 
travagant Fancies and Projects, which ſeldon 


ved in a thouſand Diſaſters, they do not Die 
I ſpeak this by way of Advice, not of Pro 
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«þ I write, are the Commandments of the Lora 
| hall conclude with the words of the Pro- 
xt Jeremiah, Chap. 23. ver. 14. I have ſeen 
the Prophets of Jeruſalem @ horrible thing : ihe 
in Lies, they ſtrengthen alſo the Hands of Evi 


[huel, the Days of thy Viſitation are come, 
/ Prophets are Fools, and thy Men of Reve- 
jon are without Underſtanding. © ver. 16. 
w ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, Hearken not unto the 
xd of the Prophets 1 unto you, they 
you vain, they ſpeak Viſion of their own Hearts, 
| not out of the Mouth of thi 
* not ſent theſe Prophets, yet they ran, I have wot 
„ yet they prophefied, WY 


Purpoſe, Let every one believe, that the Things | 


ty, that none doth return from bis Wickedneſs,— 


Lord, Ver, 21. 1 


8 a SDL — 2 
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be. RY Remarks concerning the Tm er Hermas, Au 
f tbe Sybilline Verſes, of the fourth Book of Eldrg 
| and the Book of the Paſtor. © 


* 


13 3 NX AR. Daile, in his Book ce 
r cerning Puniſhments an 
+  SatisfaQtions, ſpeaks thus, Thou 
it ĩs not eaſy to tell from whence the firſt an 
ancienteſt Writers derived the Original of Pr, 
ers for the Dead ; notwithſtanding, I find 
very profitable, what I have learned from t 
Reverend and very Learned Mr. Blonde, th 
the Author of the Sybilline Verſes, furniſhe 
them with Matter and Occaſion for this E 


Thr, - 
" iis, „ Mr. Blondel himſelf ſpeaking 
s this Author aſſures us, that he 
a Chriftian by Profeſſion. | 
St. Paul in his Epiſt. to the Rom. ch. 16. 
x14. mention; the Name of this Chriſtian, whit 
Mr. Blondel diſcourſes upon. The Apoſtle pla 
him in the Number of choſe whom he Salut 
'of whom Origen ſpeaks, according to the Te 
mony oft Martyr in his Commentary, upon tun 
Epiſtle of St. Paul, who relates the Enco. 
um Origen gives in Favour of Hermas ; Sayings 
Hunc Origenes putat authorem fuiſſe I bri paſta ery 
quam ſcripturam ait ſibi videri ſanctam & diviſions 
inſpiratam, Origen believed, that Hermas was nat 
Author of the Book, intituled, the Paſtor 
which he ſays, is a holy and divinely inſpiiin, 
Writing. Martyr oppoſes this, and aa 1 
| wed | WiC! 


— — - _ \ 
7 — — ry - 
BOT, - 
F 
S L — 2 * os * 2 - 
be £ * 2 * = 2 
— — — hn —.— . » Mam rye) — 
* 4. 4 * d L * 5 N * - * V 
* * — 4 < ” 
LY * 
- oy 1 . : 
* — 1 1 
. F 
« . 


wv 
GS-4 —— —— 
- — F- 
1 2 


_ : 
* : 


4 
4 0 
1 1 
. 15 
} e 
Ly ö * 
a4 
A 
4 
1 
[4 3 Y 
o 
1 
i - 94 
1 
1 
+ 
* 0 . 
1 : 
WE 
UF. 
; l „ 
2 FE 
* F 
© 3 IS 
£ 
* 
1 
-. 
* * 
4 
? Fe 0 
1 
> 
1980 
2 
r 
* +9 
n By) 1 
1 * 
. k 
. 
— ig 
N' 
1 
1 
B 
* 
W155 
» - {6} 
* 
* 
11 
$84.2 
r 
yy \ 2 5 
47 
ag no 
. 
NY} : 
WOE 
1 
. 
* E 
—_— 
BY 7 
1 2 
| 1 "64 
[ 7 
31s 
"2 RS 
3 <a 


$ „ 4 . 
; IL 17 > 
\'S} s 
$5 285 
oY © 
1 
14 a x N 
1. 
' 43 
4 
WE. 
1 
1 "4 
. 
* 1 
1. 5 
181 
IS 
1 
4 . 
I%: 
[. 
by 


. 


25 a 5 
„ 2 1 pv 
: ' - 4 


bat the Book is not Canonical, and that we 
whe not to / OTA SS: 
Pareus, Who has commented upon the ſame 
piltle of St. Paul to the Romans, do's indeed 
lace this Hermas in the Number of thoſe, 


na Rank inferiour to other Perſons, and allows 
im no other Commendation above what is due 
common People, that have raiſed themſelves 
bove contempt. Pareus ſays the it 
kme of Hermas, as do's Martyr, 
iz, that the Book of the Paſtor | 
an Apocryphal Book, even according to Eu- 
bins Account. 
Ferſon, St. Paul wou'd not have refuſed to give 
im the ſame Praiſes that he gives to others, in 
Juting them. Bur ſince he only barely men- 
ons him, this ſhews, that he deſerves no ſuch 
lltinguiſhing Character. 

Daills and Blonde! make this Hermas the Au- 
dor of the Sybilline Verſes, and the Book inti- 
ed the Paſtor. Blondel ſpeaking 
the Sybils, ſays, the firſt Ap- 
arance of the Romance of the 
bunterfeit Sybil, ſeems to have been in the Year 
. He had already told us, that the Author 


L b. 3, E, | 
1 * 


Lib. 2. c. 23. 5. 
230. 


uma Whom St. Paul mentions. Blondel men- 
ons him when ſpeaking of the Sybils, he ſays, 
ur Pope Pius who was inſtalled the 7th. of 


s WE Paſtor,is Dead wortkily in the Lord. From 
eee it appears that Hermas though altogether 
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dom the Apoſtle Salutes ;. but he places him 


If he had been a canonical 


2 Chriſtian by Proſeſſion, and it is the 


lrch 146, writing to Juſtus of Vienna, tells 
Im, that his Brother Hermas the Prieſt, called 
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a | Chriſtian by Profeſſion, was looked upon 
OY” the Author 7 the S ybilline Verſes. This By Lit 
of Hermas is — by many of the ancig 
Fathers, and amongſt others by St. Arhandf 
| Origen and Tertullian. An Account is given RW 
it inthe Biblietbeca Patrum.  Bellarmin's Opinio v0 
is, chat this Book of the Sybils is entirely bai 
lous. 51 
Having in this Bock cited e as an In 
poſtor, I thought theſe few Remarks concernin 


him were due to the Publick. 
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Tater to Mr. Maximilian Miſſon, wpon rhe Sub- 
jet of the Miracle of the Fire, lighted at the Re- 
queſt of Clary in the Cevennes ; atteſted by tu 
Witneſſes, and confirmed by Colonel Cavalier, o 
whom a Copy of this Letter is addreſſed. 3 
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HEN you was pleaſed to make me a 
Preſent of your Book, Intituled, The 
ed Theatre of the Cevennes, you requeſted of 
to read it from End to End. I have made 
od my Promiſe, and declare to you, chat I. 
je read it over, with all the Care and Atten- 
In was capable of. I cou'd give you full 
vols of it, but that my Domeſtick Affairs, and 
her Buſinefſes of a quite different Nature, will 
t at preſent give me Leiſure. Sir, I heartily 
your Pardon, that I can only now have 
te to ſpeak to you concerning the Miracle of 
Fire, lighted in Favour of Clary, as being a 
ticular, that moſt of all affected me in read- 
our Book, and which in my Opinion, de- 
hes ſome Reflections. Theſe which I hare 
e will not T hope be unfavourably received 
6 J have been always averſe to a Spirit 
angling and Contradiction, as knowing 
Experience, that Diſputes generallydo only 
rate Mens Minds, which are hardly 
Mut to any Agreement in the Heat of Con- 
Non. T am content only to open to you the 
e, without engaging in it my ſelf If there 
IReward or a Crown to be gained, I leave 
Ithe Glory of it, I ſhall ſtand at the Rails 
| | to 
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to fee you Run, and if you reach the Goll 

- ſhall be the firſt that will proclaim your Vid 
> _ Give me leave, Sir, to acquaint you, that 
Subject of my Letter will be confined to H 
three Particulars; Firf, a critical Diſſertaii 
concerning the Subject of this Miracle; S], 

ly, ſome Objections againſt the Truth of if 
and Thirdly, a ſerious Examination of it, in AA 
lation to thoſe two Miracles mentioned in He 
Scripture, the Fire in the Buſh, and the F 
nace, „ EY 
As to the Firſt, I find in the 38:5, and se 

.  Jowing, Pages of your Book, the Name of 7 
Cavalier amongſt the Number of the inſpire 
Who depoſes, that upon Account of a cen 
Prophecy of Clary's, concerning two Spies, viſits 
had. intruded themſelves into their Aſſemb 
and occaſioned ſome great Suſpicions, ſo as 
make the greateſt Part of them complain; 
believing cheſe two Spies were ſuborned, aſt A 
that there was an Intelligence between th 
and Clary, and that his Prophecy was no m 
than a Deluſion, and a Trick to be plaid at n 
ſure. Clary to draw them out of this Error, N 
confirm the Truth of his Revelation; 
ploys a Second, O ye of little Faith, ſays he lee 
them, is it for this Reaſon t bat ye doubt of my u 
| after ſo many Miracles that I have wrought before 8 lar 
Let there be immediately a Fire lighted ; 1 ſay # eme 
tbee ny Child, 1 ſuffer thee to throw thy ſelf in ie 
the middle of the Flames, and they ſhall bave no Pe 
over thee. Upon this Inſpiration, Clary den 
ded with redoub, ed Agitations of his whole 
dy, that they wou'd prepare a Faggot. % 
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„ 5 
ot good Sen flervati- 
dn; Which, Sir, F particular 
Notice of, that thoſe of Clary's Aflembly having 
been uüſed to account him a Prophet, 


* 3 


ew from hence th s Conſeque ce, That What 
laid might proceed from his being concerned, 

wr yexed at them, and that they ſeeing no true 
Mark of Prophecy, went ſo far as ta Qomplain 
aint 3 From whence*then had 
hey occaſion to doubt? It muſt eitheribe, that 
ele Men had ſome very good Grounds' for 
heir remaining ſo long, and obſtinately in Suſ- 
Foce, ot that they were poſſeſſed with an in- 
lperable Hardneſs of Heart, They had. heard 


Men of good Sence have made this 


: 


bs Kind ; ſo that they cou'd not bur be very 
ellinſtructed. and qualified to judge ofthe one, 

the other. That which might keepthem in 
abt, was, that Mr. Cavalier the chief Man of 
:Allembly was himſelf preſent there. For ac- 
ding to his Depoſition, related by Mr, Mien, 
Flad, that in reſpect of the Fire which was 
pmanded by the Revelation of Clary, the [aid 
rater. was not very urgent about a matter of ſuth 
Wequence » which fhews, that Mr. Cavalier 
bred upon Clary as a deceitful Prophet, place- 
but ſmall czuſt in his Revelations; when' at 

tame time Clary wou'd have had himſelf e- 
ned a Prophet of the firſt Order, a true 
Mer of Miracles. This is ſo far true, that 
und Fage aſſures us, That: Cavalier deliberated 
e matter, and after ſome Importunity gabe way 
That. is, it was not without Reluancy 
der being yet fully Ferne 
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Iithe Prophecies. of many other Prophets 'of 
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15 | 'W prepared, ind that with a great Deal of Indifſers 


e 14 


3 (6). 1 
1 A Keile . 9 the Vin 
ol the Miracle, That he conſtnred to: have « I 


| ence be itted thin them 
© make a Fre ql 
_ with ſome . Buff 
| mediate] 


1 Mo or oe 2 and t 
J jo t atheres ſome W 
„ an "Sticks, which they 4 
ed . 4 is the Depotiden, Fl 
Durand Fate. ut Joby Cavalier depoſes, tha 
ER 15 Here were there ſome Vine-branches. Now 
F perhaps ſpoils all. For what probability i 
3 that there ſhou'd be Vines in a real 
bod, where they were aſſembled, and tha 
| fot ine-branches ſhou'd be caſually mint 
ich the dead Sticks and Buſhes ? Beides th 
end Fag e aſfutes es us, that he was one of thoſe th 
gathered 14 Sticks, and that they found them al 4 
3 1 75 ach as were 41854 for the 
K d he fays nothing of the Vine-branch 
| ha Perhaps, and\much "leſs do's he ſpeak 
ige Branches mixed with dry fraall Sticks; 
Cavalier. relates the matter. Now this makes 
_ fort of Difference and Contradiction berwe 
tele two Depoſitions,i the one of Duran Fi 
Aud the other of Fele Cavalier ; which lefg 
dee Truth of C; Prophecy, and makes! 
| "Mi acle it ſelf 1006 Sulpie icious. ,* 
any farther Proofs of this kind are ** 
| th ics this, we heed but relate Clary” 
lation, according to Durand Fuge, I ſay to thet 
Child, to which be adds theſe. Words, # 
create a new Doubt, ſomewhat like theſe Vn 
This e like, is certainly not the S0 
Prophet. Theſe ate the prophet 
Wars, that * make known my Power nd 


ITT, Fe & i | A 1 
vil thot a Fire be 1 linded, Here are d- My 
| en by Cas © je ie 7 — 
e of irrle' Faith, is ww a 
41 that Seen: 3 of” my Power, Her fo many 0 ] 
Winches that I have Wrought before you. But if W 1 


— chis Speech © Clary, accordin jo. 


jr ind Fhat thou caf 1 "inro_the middle, q 
the Flames being 4 thee any Hart, 14 
| e my „ Child, ey my Commantl, pt 
of a th thee, and will pr thee, This 1604 


anges the matter j there are two 12 
whe racks one from the other, whete the 
1 Spirit varies, upon which 1 it is im- 
ble to enablih a Solid Fog pment, 

Kferwards we have no obe how the - 


Noh iphited, F 2 wy wr] us, hat the tfre 
oy = 1 Rnow or, ſays Be, whether Clai 


15 Is ooly 5 oy Cay ie ee 


i kn pri and holditig his Han $] fold 
5 1 e Blng ll i {the lh er 
2 Sitatiob, and ſpea pitz- 
1 21 this Ele tells Y ibs be 
1 of this bur b Repo rt, , ich others N 
kite bim FM Thing 25 f be ail. ow then 
lit be f4:d that he 10 0 him in the Ae 
Ju de ſpoke by Itifpiration. Cavs 
ke: by hear lay, 7 We I that it 


Fire to be Wood ; atid that the l 4 
* an Itiftant as foon as hs touched the 


Pratt 8 depoſts, ibat be do not knaw 
255 Wh bred ih hie, and he adds, 10. 
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* | ; a, 55 Eb | , 5 N 5 (68 ). W 3 3 MF 
ll 'Jleof them; and aid theres Quarter of an How, 
is What we are to conclude from Mr. Mi 
SGloſs. He continues and tells us, that he d 
out of the Fire without receiving the leaſt Daman 

"it, having not ſo much as a Hair of bis Head jap 

. Certainly in theſe two Relations of the | 

995 8 Spirit, there is not to be ſeenj 
"leaſt Appearance of a Miracle, we ſee nothi 
but Doubt, Uncertainty and Contradiction; 
*xety ching is full of inſuperable Difficult 
John Cavalier aſſures us, That the Faggu 
Eindled by a Miracle, by. Clary's only touching 
and this he ſays only upon another's Credit; 
by bear- ſay; and Fage ſays, that he know: na 
"a all of it, though he was preſent; which 

. ._- © demonſtratiye Evidence, that they were in 
ed upon by a Deluſion, and that it was noi 


4 


but a pretended Miracfſee. 
Ihe Difficulty of all this conſiſts in know 
-  } Whence theFirecame,whether from God im 
diately, or from Clary, To ſay that God vi 
mighty to Day, Yeſterday, and for/Everm( 
and that he exerciſes his Power according to 
Pleaſure of tis good Will, is what we are obl 
_ to. confels and believe. But then I lay, 
they will likewiſe own without Doubt, 
955 God is wiſe, and that he do every Thing 
IF. to glorifie his infinite Power, that he on 
zihe End which he propoſes, after having 
-bliſfied the Means, and his Means and End 
founded upon Reaſons of a neceflity, wich 
"Himſelf ſuppoſes, beiog, always free in al 
NE ET 
Tf they then pretend to aſſure us ” - 
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key. here is the neceſſity or Reaſon of the 
ele that is to aſcertain it. Certainly the 
eh is gone at all, and the Reaſon is but 
ek, The. whole Body of the Youth, 
at compoſed that little Army which pretended 

4 that of the King of France, which 
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, and regular Diſcipline of the Men; faw it 
Fondudted by an inviſible Hand, of which 
had perpetually moſt glorious Proofs, by the 
al Vitories they gained over their formida- 
Enemies. This entirely convinced them 
it theGod of Battels was on their ſide, and con- 
Juently they had no want of Miracles to be 
Amed in the Truth of it. To ſay, that it 
ly himſelf chat works the Miracle, wou'd }þ 
o aſcribe to him a Power altogether Divine 
lat like another Elijab, or Eliſha, he might 
e Fire to deſcend inviſibly down from Hea- 
e kindle the Faggot, or upon his touch- 
dhe Flame might immediately take hold 
We dry green Wood, of which the Faggot 
Lcompoled. If it then is not downright. 
memy, we may fay without Profaneneſs, 
Prue is gone out of Clary. In ſhort, on what 
Livever we. view this Miracle, we are in 
wr of finding it either falſe or dubious. * 2 
pe Second thing I propoſed to treat of in 
bee ech Fü 
VVV 
e Ages of the World have had Experi- 
bot falſe Miracles, which Impoſtors wou d 
Yate made pale bor reve, even ill e 
ee oft ly Ghoſt, and + | 
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4 iracles with Prophecy, even 
| 4 Time WE he poltles, is to in Are 
Sieber, e t is thus that dl 
eak 0 fthe Arch-Hereti Simon, who cauſe 
| Statues to walk, who cou d fly in the Ait, u. 

10 00 convert St ones into Bread, and who colf 
lie down upon 4 30 Fire without receiving a 
Harm, Barov, Any. 68. apud Spond. 
"Origen and Tertullian give us an Account 
my one... ergpotinus Choſamenus, whoſe Soul hari 

\ Bah his Body travelled i in Form of a Va 

15 to v E85 remote Countries, and told 

ab ue he there met with; | 
ks 1 N in bis Abſence, the on 
7 cap 122 & be. lars Body as in a Caſe. Of 

900 zan look upon this as a Fable, and 

ee, 15 at N 455 Artifice of the Dy 


„ cap, 
N 9 4 OX Myth Abrabam firing 
 Chaldea, pon 6 fe udn to worſhip the 
. whict Was the the ng. Country, Was 
5 Py o.the Fire, nj t 8 be Was delivered ou 
3.8/4 es 16 And thus they interpret 
t doſes, . a e arred fron 


= Were, in the Chaldaiok Lang 
en 108 BN 
3 Kar 8 07 2 th 
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that inftead of ſaying, * 

Sages, it ſhou'd be 
t he was defivered from the Fire of the { 
Des devs, Bu 


r . a Fable and ought co ons 
bee 15 
5 x the Fiſh declares in his Bull, OW": 


bY, "Abb bhe iß his EcclefiafticalWritery 
3 1 a poke I in avour of Thomas MY 


„ 
Thomas thou haſt ſpoken 
wu This was an Artifice of Pope 
i to Authorize the Adoration of the 


[hw Pinto 


to. believe what they endeavour to per. 
Pte sf 5 of as a ſtanding Truth in the Church 
; chat ſome Virgins caſt themſelves yo- 
19; upon a burning Faggot, and that they 


vithdeew from it again alive 
mon of their Faith. 
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fich Child, by Virtue of 4 Git 
| lh. Margaret which is kept 
in the Abbey 
"*F on as à true Miracle; meet bs pa 


; Word of a Monk, who 4 
Mk! of Confidence, 
 _ ieti over the hard? 
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We are are ide 10 FEY 100 4 
durch, * and Prodigies were 

jenely brig ee * as in Aﬀticd, in 
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Egypt and in Syria; 


llthe 17th, and in Peneral all 
1 * wu not + bg th Mi 
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me as was 


Upon the „ Grounds of Probably wo | 


and ſound, for a 


de Miracles they toll us ef in he 
of cheit A we may "6 open: 


with a 6, ; 
of St.Germains ; ought it to be 


ges of fee f 
ver fte. 
9 of - 
the Reficksof St. Steven, in Face 
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wel Cen traci eir Miracles 
5 Fury» 2X hols which have 
wrought [face the Condenination of _ 
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ref, may by their Teſtimony, advance the Cred 
9 and. Auchority of thoſe Micaeles which we hit 
_ ited.» It they ay, we are incredulous, aid 
and that we;call1n doubt the other Miracle 
which were done in the Cevennes, particular 
that ot the Fire, in Favour of Clary; we frank) 
indeed own that if we do not abſolutely doub 
pl it; we do not at leaſt believe it undiſpug 
ble. For Who can ſay, that all the World 
received it, as ſufficiently averr'd? Durend Fg 
and Jobn Cavalier have indeed confirm'd it 
_ «\Qath; But theſe Witneſſes may be rejected, at 
heit Verdict is actually confuted, both by thi 
deen Teſtimonies, and by the Nature of t 
Miracle itſelf, and above all, by the Teſtim 
ny of Col. Cavalier, ' who bas declar'd to fon 
Petſons of Quality, both in Holland and at Li 
Aon, ſince he has reſided in theſe Places, 
ttheſe are truly Impoſtors, and Men notori 
for their Intamy in the Cevenves, becauſe of th 


Wicked Behaviour. 
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Col. Cavalier, being. a Man of Honour 4 
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-. Jour; his Teſtimony thereby receives the 9. 
er Weight and Eſteem. - Now he declares ! 

tains, that he himſelf al 
e, chat he ſaw what was d 
and js aſſured that his 
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weh his own Eyes, and 
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way ought not to depend upon them, and HA 
Fikewiſe own, that the bare Teftim ony _ 

. Col, Cavalier without Proofs, is not ſuffici- 
en i an Affair of ſo gteat Importance. For 
ke might have been as ctedulous as mr ſo 
enljghtened and ſo devout. Perſons the Gentle- 
men of che Port Royal, to whoſe Teſtimony all 
People do not ſubmit. And, becauſe the Pro- 
teſtants of Integrity are perfwaded, that all 
theſe Miracles are always falſe or equivokal, and 
What" of che Fire, in favour, of Clary, is ol the 
ime ora we eng AP we : canndr 9 


TY 
* : « 


in the 2 —.— We Fire! in ole ork 290 the | 
three Hebrews in the Furnace. : 
"Theſe. two: Miracles are ſo Particular, 797 
Rate, that it is ſcarce; poſſible. to believe, or 
eine, chat ſince the Time it hath been 
done, there has ever been any like chem, or 
dear them in this War of Miracles. Indeed, 
wen God appeared to Moſes in the Buſh, 
the Miracle with which this Apparition was 
Kcompanied, cauſed Moſes to ſay forthwitb, 
vi nom turn aſide, and ſee this great Ke, | 
why the Buſh js not Pleas ; This indeed Was, _— wu 
wonderful ſight, which the Angels beholding 1 
Might be aſtoniſhed at, It is true, it is no % ᷣ 
ordinary Thing, to ſee green Wocd eſcape _—_ 
P 9 0p: the © tires: and ſometimes ©” 
e. 


AF -* 


gt . neſs of the Miracle of che burning Buſh, B. 
. fides, when the Flame has really and miracy, 
lou taken hold of the Buſh without conſum- 
© Ig ur, it is eaſſe for us to diſcern, that the Aw 
i thorof Nature refuſes to concur with the Pow. 
ee of the Fire, which for that Reaſon is incaps: 
ple of producing its Effect upon the Buſh, 
Too explain this myſterious Difficulty mon 
A2 at large, and to come nearer to our own Subs 
fe, we muſt add thefe Confiderations con- 
. - Ccerning this. Incapacity, which is ſometime; 
' found miraculouſly in Fire, eyen when adi 
—__ ag Subject which it mighe eaſily conſume, 
. ou Was allowed its ordinary natural Coule, 
_ 3s it happened in the burning Buſh, and upon 
rhe three young Hebrews, who were caſt into 
the Furnace of Babylw. It is eaſie to conceive 
two Things, or two Ways, by which it might 
Happen, that the Violence of the Fire might 
- . - Continue without Effect, contrary to its natu- 
= rt Efficacy. The firſt condiſts' in this, that 
=  Godmight fuſpend the Action, and reftrain the 
14 NMirctue of chis Element: The fecond is, that be 
gy  Yirtue, as might reſiſt that of che Flames, and 
. 1 uch might be found more Powerful in the 
wy Temnance, than that of the Fire in its Attack 
and Violence. Thus was the Buſh preſerved in 
me middle of the Flames: Thus were the three 
mus Hibrews preſerved in the Fiery: 
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10 Y th "nm time, tie Fire might POO 
loſe its Heat, nor: Property of conſuming, For | 
lit 8 ordinary to explain theſe Miraculous Events, 
by. erding them to a ſuſpenſion wot Divine | 
Cangurrence. . Neither have we Rea- - 
lon to .contradid, or reject the enen . 
Iwhich-is expreſſed in the Bol of een 
which attributes che Preſervation of the three 
Helrews to a cool freſh Wind, N 85 miracu- 
louſly ariſing to oppoſe the Flames of the Fur» 
nace, made them loſe their Effect; for by be- 
ing intermix'd wich their Hair, by blowing 
— 5 Breezes upon their Habits, by a- 
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5 F * 
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ly refreſhing their Lungs, and by pene- 
rating admirably all the Parts of their ie 
they Were thereby capable of walking without 
any en. Inconvenience, or even the Loſs of a 
: and. Sag they likewiſe did very proba- 
Ws Sa le Pleaſure, and with 19 much 
wan and Glory in a Place, where ac- 
cor fe Tre to, all 9 they ſhould have 
fied in 3 Moment, and re due d to 


n, Time, we find. ſome Men boaſt of. a2 
<p Fay open *i + lataly dons in the Cewennes, 


0 two "2g "This Miracle is. atteſted by two 


'eftimpny falls to.the Ground, and they 
any got to be believed, . upon their Reaſons 
which we have alread menrion'd.. The Ac- 
unt they give is fo ill. concerted, that if we 
Utentively. conſider it in all its Circumſtancos, 
2 Senſe ha ſerve to ARE the Falſit7 


3 4 


dis in ſome. reſpect equal to | 
Ae: es, who call themſelves Prophets. But 44 
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Ls Furnace were 1 8 immediately by the 


1 conſumed; he law an Ant el. miraculouſly 


the People of Iſrael”, and to Pharach. This was 
Z and; Without N A0 0 incredulous, he does not 
F . 


1 '. ing here is Great, is Divine, and here are 
: t6 


3 a — "7 4 


= 76 <1. 8 
. . true Mace for paſſes the Power of 
Khan: * Tris the Work of G04, ot of thoſe that 
a4 ke i aveſted with a Divine Powet: It 5 
be Uevied, that the Miracle of the Buſh ard 


Almighty Power of God ; Tis thus that Mi 
ives us his own Teftim5ny of. it, God con- 
915 it by other Micacles, Which he wrougkt 
; is Servant s and all theſe Circumſtances to- 
5 gether render the. Matter credible. Moſes be- 
Eick and ſaw a Buſh, which burned wirhout be- 


allifing ! in the middle of the Bulk that butn'd, 
dad he head a Voice which'tall'd to him out of 
the. Middle of the Buſh ; this Voice ſent him to 


the Oceakon' and End that God propoſed to 
- himſelf in Walk iag this Miracle. Moſes was fo 
attentive, to fee the Buſh'hurning without be- 
ing conſum'd, chat he begins.tobe'amazed at it 


contest himk h ſi imply ſeeing i it, but he 
proceeds to e the Dog of” it. Hs 
1555 did not deceive him, and God gives him 
him more ample Teſtimonies of it. Every 


r r . we 6 $a oa ie . v os..o_ 5. £4 


be obſerv'd; all the CharaQers of a true Mi. 
Fade! What: Mall we tow: Hay of che Miracle 
8 Wrough t in the Cevennes? Which has nat the 

Th ny Mark of à Sign, or Prodigy, much lefs 

TD e property” ſpeaking. "And if we 
- enefully,extmine' rhe CANT > of i it, we 

my 55 FITS be falſe.” 
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'T will that there be a Fire immediately lighted;. and 


1 ſay, ano” Thee my Child, I ill ſuffer Thee to put | 
thy felf into the middle of the Flames , and they ſhall 
bave no Pomer over Thee,” Such Words as thele, 


- 


Sz ſo. many Marks of a ſalſe Revelation: God 
| himſelf; Findles the Buſh... Here he only de- 
clates his Wall 31 A Child ] ſay unto Tbee: Ne- 
ver did the Spirit of the Prophets ſpeak in this 
| manner... The Spirit of the pretended Prophets 
lay, will ſuffer I bee to put thy ſelf into the middle 
of the Flames. God Commands Moſes, and do's 
not barely ſuffer him to go to the People of 
reel and to Pbaroah: he do's not leave him to 
his own. Choice or free Will. The Expreſſion 
of this Prophet is very Cold, not becoming the 
Dignity and Glory of God, whoſe. Soveraign 
Authority is a Mark of his Infinite Power. The 
Kepelation of the firſt. Witneſs John Cavalier is 
confured dy the ſecond. Witneſs Durand Fuge. 
The one ſays, I ſuffer Thee to put thy ſelf into Ibe 
midale of the Flames: the other expreſſes this in 
amore imperious ſtyle, I will that thou put thy 
ſelf into the middle of the Flames, The Permiſſion 
of God; and his effectual acting are two dif- 
erent Notions ; this they cannot be Ignorant 
We are told by Moſes, that the Buſfi burn- 
td without being conſumed, an Eſſential Cir- 
cumltance of che Miracle, We are told by the 
o Witgeſſes, that the Faggot was made up f 
een Wood, wbich was ca pable of taking 
ue in a Moment. This may ſeem to per- 
ade us, that. the Fire was not very violent: 
ad that with ſome; other concurring Circuni- 1 
lances is only a Mark of an Ordinary Fire, and | | 
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1 nm TREE” 3 
not of a Fire that is kindled by a Miracle. 7h 
| Aſh bond without : wed, This Fi 
was extinguiſhed and continbed but a few Mi, 
nutes. -Covalier fays, that ſeveral Perſons tl 
bi the things that Clary ſaid, and at the End of 
his Diſcourſe he aſſures us, that he ſa and per 
ceived all theſe things. Here are two Falles 
to prove a third; the two firit deſtroy the lift 
ſo chat there is no Truth in any of them. Who 
| can reconcile fuch palpable dictions 3 
"theſe ? it is not all the Mathematicians or Phi. 
{on in the World that can do it. He muſt 
* groſsly ignorant that con'd know, blind tha 
_cou'd ſee, deaf that cou'd hear all this, ſo as to 
maintain ſuch extravagant Abſurdities. 
I hope it will not be taken offentively, if! 
appeal to General and Colonel Cavalir 
2 and Earth, and all good Men call up- 
4 them to bear Witneſs to the Truth: they 
arge their Conſciences to diſcover all he 
8 which attended an Affair of fo 
= Cotiſequence for the Glo! of God, and 

the Paificarion of the Churc 

In contemplatitig chis matter with a Seriou 

 Adplicarion o* Mind, we ſhon'd conſidet a lit- 
- tle the two Natural Senſes Seeing and Heat- 
„ Which I defire Mr: Col. Cavalier to tale 
paiticular Notice of: Experience teaches i, 
chat our Setifes both deceive themſelves and i, 
and they ſcarce ever convey any Idea of Ne- 
tion to the Mind, in which thete is not forms 
Mixture * Tgnoratice, Doubt, and Uſieets 
tainty. Iaſtances of what 1 now advance 4 
— —_ and the 858 i ha farhiſh is 
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ot to confide always in the Sight or Hearing. 


tnder the Empire of the Eyes, the Ears, and 


me other Words of the fame Father, in his 
147th Sermon de Tempore, where he fa S, That 


entally fall upon the Eyes, and trouble them 


i, ſuch as they naturally appear to be, which 
| another, the Eyes are very fitly diſpos d to 
ern diftinaly and truly after this Eclipſe of 
lie Sight is over. The ſecond Obſervation is 


ether Place, in ſaying, That be ſaw and 
, ſince he knew nothing, but by the 
hort of another, bet Clary did ſpeak. For 


to the Woed : And he adds, That eve- 


n put Fire 


— 4 


1 el Wenn, . Mary Magdalen: miftook, J, 
br the Gardner e the Voice k 
God, for that of Eli the Prieſt ; Iſasc miſtook _ 
Fab for Elen. We have therefore good Reaſon - 
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T know St. Anguftin ſays in the Tenth Book | 
bf his Confeſlions ; Chap. 35. ad oculos propric, 
eating that all the Objects in the World are 


ul the Senſes. Which is farther confirmed - 


te perfett Rule of Faith, is the continued Halit of = 


(1. PAT ACT? | 5 r f 

Upoo theſe words of St. Auguſtin, I do ob- 
ke theſe two Things. The fuſt is, that a 
widen cloudy and ſtrange Humour, may acci- 


Much a Degree, that one may, tho' but ſot a 
n ſhort Time, loſe the faculty of ſeeing Ob- 


ten from the Witneſs, who depoſed, that he 
W and perceiv'd ; but he contradias himſelf. 


" Pare, ſays John Cavalier, I c not appre- 
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n. faw bim in the middli of rhe Flames, 485 a 


2 2% - — 


ir 21, ate 
— 
. 


u af K 


- 


. 5 
. 
: # 1 ; 'S. 
. : v 
- ' UG 
= = 
- 
ERR. © 


f "0 5 25 0 25 97 . * 4 1 ; 2 8 — | 1 8 
does nor ſay, 'tHar he was one of thoſe that fur 

and one that is à Witneſs purely by Hear. f, 
and Authority in'the Evidence Which he gie 


. fore it is no wonder, if we have a Subjede 
_ doubting ; add we can never be juſtly con 


_ _ difcover to the Bottom the Truth of a dubio 
Miracle, both by him that Propoſes: it, and 
_  thofe'ro whom it is Propoſed. Por it is poſſibe 
that Men may endeavour to make ſuch paſs 

true Miracles, Which ale only the | Phantom 


ſecond Miracle ofthe Furnace, which we bal 
Pakec with that of Clary, It was à Furnace k 


The Miricle in-che'Cevermes was wrought ups 
- Tome tight Flames, mix'd with thick Smoak, fi 
7 fer find by Experience ö upon ſuch coll 0 
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"Who were to fuffer the Fite, upon Account 


„ 
* 


81 
Of 

* . * 
5 


"There Is a general Diſfinction allowed of h 
all forts of People, between an ocular Witnel, 


| # 


The laſt is but allowed a ſmall degree of Credy 
Tbis is the Condition of our Witneſs; and theres 


demned for an'unreafonable Curioſity, it we 
are willing to examine all the Circumſtances df 
an Affair of fo great conſequence, that we maj 


and Peluſions of ſome depraved Spirits. 
Let us now enter upon an Examination of the 


already mention ed; let us view it in all its Ci 


_Futnſtances, to ſee if ic can be any way cot 


FE " 
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On Fite in ſeven places, into which three yoult 
Men were caſt, to be deſſrpyed by the Flame 


*dry lizht Wood, Which cou'd only caſt fon 


buſtib}e Matter, where there is more of re 
than dry Wood. Here were three young /* 


Theic Religion z there only a young Man 9 
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| pals. through the Fire, to render a certain pre- 
"tended Revelation authentick; and as ic ap- 
pears by ſeveral Tokens, that the Revelation 
da not come from God; it might be reaſona- 


bly chopphe, chat CI. ys Miragle was only a 
Chunera, The three Hebrews fang a moſt elo- 
quent Song, in Praiſe. ol the Glery and Power 


ssd, faichfylly collected and annexed to the 


& it is ſaid, in the middle of the Flames, as 
i Inſpired; but it was not known what he 
lid; God was not glorified, nor the People 
lied by ic, The Three Hebrews walked in 
n the middle of the Furnace at full Liberty. 
Our Cevennezs ſtood upright in the burning 
Vor, altogecher immoveable, or if he di 
move, it was, ſay they with, violent Agitations. 
ly,the Three Hebrews werefſeen in the mid- 
th of the Devouring Flames, and befides them 
Dee was ſeen. a Fourth, which was the Son of 


uche Form of an Angel, walking with 
8 Wm: The Tyrant himſelf who was preſent at 
"oF Calebration of chis Miracle being quite ar 
"ii loviſhed gave them Praiſe : As for our inſpired -. 


Wan, it_is only ſaid, that eyery one ſaw him 
de in the middle of che Flames, with Which 
Fl covered and ſurmounted, with this 
mer Circumſtance related by T. Miſſen , 
co * that wore 7 ſeeing him in the 
god agbaſt and full of Bread, leſt he 
* de deſtroyed by the Flames. Which 
Ni contradicted. by another Circumſtanco 
mentioned, let the Flames ſurmounted 
© ered ziim, from MEGREE y 12 | 
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hHidioghim out of their Sight, they cou'd na 


both in one and the other Part, ought to per- 


| 5 that Day upon the Guard, ought not he to har 
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Eaſon conclude that the Flames and Smoak 
judge whether Clary was alive or ſtifled, and if 
they had firmly believed the Miracle they 
| wou'd not have fall'n into any ſuch Horrour 
and Dread, as to make them cry out that he 
wou'd be deſtroyed by the Flames, So that if 
we throughly examine all the Circumſtance, 
+ we can ſcarce imagine that ſuch light Flames 
cou'd be able to cover Clary whole Body, ot 
reach ſome Fathoms above his Head. All this 


ſwade us, that the Miracle is marked with an 
Evident Falſity. Beſides, the Fire being al. 
moſt ＋ little after it was lighted, the reſt 
of the Wood which made up the Faggot, was 
ſo ſcattered about, that there was none of it 
remaining, which was not burnt by the care 
of thoſe that pur it together, without any Or 
der either from Mr. Cavalier the Command: 
of the Troop, or any other Perſon, 
As for Mr. Cavalier, who ſays that he w. 


made a particular inſpection into an Affair 
which he was one Day to give an account 
the Publick, with all its Circumſtances. I hof 
be will now do it, as alſo in Relation to ma 
, other things ot this Nature. This Circu 
flance is remarkable in the Confeflion of Cl 
Cavalier himſelf, that the Faggot being ra 
up ro the height of 4 Pike, it was eaſy to 
lieve, that the Flames of the Faggot WY 
teach above Clary, height. But neither 6 
Sence and Reaſon allow us to believe, f 
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| face the Faggot was made only of Green Wood 


which was WH dry and light, according to 


Mr. Miſen's Fabulous Hiſtory, it cou d be pof- 


« Fire quickly, and that then they gathered ſome dry © 
| th up in a Moment. = 
It ſeems, then they. were not long upon it, to 


Wand with Buſhes,” which they p 
build up the Faggot to the height of a Pike. A 


ſecond Contradiction is, that ſuppoſing Clary 
did put himſelf into the middle of the burning 
Faggot, by what means could he do it, without 
mining the Fabrick and Order in which they _ 


had piled up the Faggot, becauſe it is neceſſary 


that all theſe Materials ſhou'd be bound together, 


in Order to make them ſtand upright, otherwiſe 
the whole Edifice would ſhake, and it might 


| happen that Poor Clary might be burned or ſti> 


| fed, under the Ruins of the Faggot. 


In ſhore, it is highly unreaſonable to fay, 


that Clary was preſerved in the Fire, by the 


lame extraordinary Favour with 'which the 


three Hebrews were preſerved, that is by God's 


| Concurrence, in ſuſpending or deſtroying the 
Power of the Fire, or in enduing Clary with a 
Karks: of 


Power to reſiſt the Flames ; or as the 


lf Fabien fays, That 1 cool freſs Wind ariſing 
\ 8 "iraculonſly refeſted the Flames of the Furnace. But, 


oh 
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it the Wind did blow upon, Clary, it muſt be 
| own'd that conſidering the [Diſpoſition 1 1 
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ſbly raiſed up to the height of a Pike, without 
employing upon it ſome longer Time than a 
| Moment, as the Hiſtorian reports. This again 

is contradicted by the Words of Durand Fage, 
who aſſures us That General Cavalier ordered them 
| after ſeveral Delays, to go ſeek for Word, and to make 
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me Place where the Faggot was ſet up, and kind. 
ea, and where he plac'd himſelf, it was ex. 
I  treamly favourable to him; for tho! he was 
= quite {urrounded with Smoke, yet he was not 
in che laſt couched by the Flames, which were 
ns over-power'd with fo thick a Smoke, that he 
BE | Was quite hid from the Eyes of the Spectators, | 
' Durand Fage. depoſes one particular which 
_ weakens, no at the ſame time goes beyond 
Wa his own Evidence; The Fire was lighted, but ! 
ot now, whether it was Clary himſelf that 
red i. He adds, A. ſoon as the Flames begun 
tt riſe, be entred into the middle, bolding bimſeſ 
wp right, and having bis Hands join d togetber, and 
raiſed, He did not ſee how ifs Fire was light- 
but he faw as foon as the Flames begun to 
WI File, that he entred into the middle. This does 
WI 20; well. agree with what he ſays afterwards; 
WH 7 did net. take Care to obſerve what he ſaid, ſince, 
e the eco Min that were in the Front, there 
WE were about as mam more Perſons of all Ages and 
WE Sexes, bo were come from the Neighbouring Vil- 
18 lagen, and Fs Me. Li made a large Ring about 


4 
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rhe Fires tas Mr. Miſen in his Hiltory. From 
HR -. whence: we may, draw. this. Obſervacion, that 
WE Fage Was. at a good diſtance from the Faggot, 
aaa conſequently had no good Opportunity to 
WE view him, u that all the People to the Number 
Wn of 1200, undoubtedly hindred bim to ſee bew Clary 
WK  extred into the mi FA of the Flames ; beſides, that 
WR the Flace where che Faggot was fer, was low, 
and the People go. upon the higheſt Places, 
WY He 54s finbent Ther Clary ws af chr Tr 
nE, with bis Hands join'd together, 2 
| og ts 1 15 J. ov raile 
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Vn, and ibat be ſpoke. Now, theſe laſt 
& are leſs favourable to Durand Fage's De- 
and likewiſe contrary to the Nature and 
Ay of Extaſies, which bind up the Senſes, 
render the whole Body uncapable of Acti- 
Theſe Words likewiſe contain a manifeſt 
Contradiction to thoſe which were ſaid 
e, that Clary was in violent Agitations, 
he Place alone of St. Auguſtin, in his Book 

e Unity of the Church, comprehends, in 
all choſe Truths which I have here en- 
our'd to explain, Give me leave, Sir, to 
on it to you, with which I ſhall con- 
St. Auguſtin, ſpeaking of Prodigies, 
and Miracles, that are apt to deceive, in- 
y confutes that of Clary's, by the Marks. 
are given of it. Let them not tell me 
lunge, which are either Stories made at Plea- 
Alen, who carry on a Deſign to deceive the 

| or which are Prodigies wrought by the Power . 
Devil, who ſeeks to deceive, or with which © 
bould play upon us by falſe Relations, Qui 
Kipi decipiatur. OW 
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